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Pus.ic Law 601, 79TH ConGress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


“ 7 . . © . . 
RULE X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* + * * = a . 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


o > > . * * = 


Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * * * ® 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces- 
sary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance of 
such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and to 
take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under the 
signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any mem- 
ber designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 

v 








, 
RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


RULE X 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, 


at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, the following standing committees: 


* + ~ & * . 7 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* * » * > 7 * 
RULE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* . * * > * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (8) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such.hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommitte, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1954 


Untrep States House or RepresENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Dayton, Ohio. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to adjournment, at 10:05 a. m., in city commission room, 
Municipal Building, Dayton, Ohio, Hon. Gordon H. Scherer (chair- 
man) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Gordon H. Scherer 
and Kit Clardy. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Courtney 
Kk. Owens, chief investigator; W. Jackson Jones, investigator; and 
Thomas W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk. 

Mr. Scuerer. The committee will be in session. Call the first wit- 
ness of the morning. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to call Mr. Lee Lorch. Mr. Lorch, 
will you come forward, please ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Before you are seated, will you raise your right hand, 
sir? Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are ‘about to give at 
this hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF LEE LORCH 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your name, please, Mr. Lorch? 

Mr. Lorcu. That is my name, Lee—— 

Mr. TavenneER. What is your full name? 

Mr. Lorcn. Lee Lorch. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lorch, it is the rule of the committee that every 
witness is entitled to have counsel with him if he desires, or to consult 
with counsel at any time during the course of his testimony if he so 
desires. Do you desire counsel ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have counsel here ? 

Mr. Lorcu. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long will it take you to obtain your counsel ? 

Mr. Lorcn. I don’t know. I was notified, I received a summons to 
appear here only on the 7th of September, a week ago. I have con- 
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sulted counsel in the city of Dayton, whom I located after some delay 
due to the fact I have never lived or to my recollection ever been in 
the city before in my life. 

Mr. Scuerer. You received your subpena on September 7 ? 

Mr. Lorcu. In the afternoon on that date. 

Mr. Scuerer. And this is the 15th. 

Mr. Lorcu. That is right. 

Mr. Scurrer. And you haven’t had time to get counsel during the 
week 

Mr. Lorcu. Well, let me put it this way: I have sought counsel, 
but as an attorney I am sure you know that lawyers have other things 
to do and they can’t pick themselves up on a week’s notice and come 
toa place. 

Mr. Scnerer. You say you have already talked with counsel? 

Mr. Lorcn. I have. 

Mr. Scuerer. When did you talk to counsel ? 

Mr. Lorcn. Yesterday. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was that the first effort you made to obtain counsel ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Oh, no. 

Mr. Scuerer. The first time you talked to counsel, though ? 

Mr. Lorcu. The first time I talked to this counsel. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you talk to other counsel before that ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Not to receive advice, but merely to find out if they are 
available, which turned out not to be. 

Mr. Crarpy. May I ask him a question, Mr. Chairman? 

Is it your intention, regardless of whether or not counsel is present, 
to answer such questions as the committee may propound to you? 

Mr. Lorcn. Well, this committee has not informed me in any way 
as to the reason for my presence here. I have received no statement 
of any kind concerning the purpose of this hearing, nor what my testi- 
mony could contribute to it. Therefore, Mr. Clardy, I am sure you 
understand I cannot, being in ignorance of the nature of the ques- 
tions you plan to ask, be prepared to answer the question you have just 
asked. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I understand. I am sure you apprehend the general 
nature of the authority and the duties conferred upon this committee 
by the statutes and by the order of the Congress, and with that gen- 
erally in mind, and with a copy of the rules which you just produc ed 
from your pocket there, I am sure you must have at least a pretty fair 
knowledge of what it is we are seeking to get at. 

Now, with that in mind, all I want to know is whether you will 
answer the questions - at we propound on the subject within the scope 
of our authority, or whether you would intend to do otherwise. 

Mr. Lorcn. I can only repeat what I have just said to you. I have 
no knowledge whatsoever what questions you intend to propound. 

Mr. Crarvy. That is not a very frank answer. I am sure you know 
more than that. 

Mr. Lorcu. The committee has had ample opportunity to inform me 
more than that. 

Mr. Scuerer. Have you attempted to contact or had your lawyer 
contact us for any information that you want since you have been 
served ¢ 

Mr. Lorcn. No, I haven't. 

Mr. Scurrer. You were served, however, with a copy of the rules 
of the committee ? 
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Mr. Lorcu. That is true. 

Mr. Scurrer. Which you have in front of you ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes. 

I mig! ht state further, Mr. Scherer, if I may 

Mr. ScHERER. | am volng Yr to grant you a continuance but not for 
very long. This h: appens to be perhaps the last day of the hearing. 
I will grant you a continuance until this afternoon at 2 o’clock. 

Mr. Lorcn. May I say this, sir? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 

Mr. Lorcn. The reason that counsel I consulted is not—— 

Mr. Scnerer. That is between you and your attorney, and the reason 
he might have for not be ing he ro 

Mr. Lorcn. But I have no way of—I don’t know how to find coun- 
sel bet ween now and 20’ lock Lam astr anger in this « “ity. 

Mr. Scuerer. I thought you said vou talked to counsel. 

Mr. Lorcn. One man, yes, and if he feels he cannot be prepared by 
9 o'clock in the morning, I doubt if he can be pre pared by 2 o’clock 
in the afternoon of the same day. That is what I tried to explain to 
you, ain counsel was not available. 

Mr. Scuerer. This witness will be continued to 2 o’clock to enable 
you to consult deter with counsel to whom you have talked. Is that 
agreeable to you? 

Mr. Lorcn. I don’t see what good it is going to do. 

Mr. Scuerer. You don’t see what good it is going to do? Do you 
want to proceed now rather than at 2 o'clock ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I have no preference. I don’t want to—well, I have 
no preference. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, I think under the circumstances that we 
should pr weed. A week, better than a week’s time is ample for any- 
body, and I should s uggest this to you, Mr. Witness, that if the matter 
should be put over from today you might be put to the trouble and 
inconvenience at your own expense of coming to Washington. 

Now, that is a matter that you should vive some consideration to. 

Mr. SCHERER. Mr. Clardy ‘ I am voing to let the witness decide. I 
will grant you a continuance until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Mr. Loren. Mr. Chairman, I really see no useful purpose to be 
served by the continuance. 

Mr. Scuerer. You see no useful purpose? Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TAvENNER. When and where were you born, Mr. Lorch ¢ 

Mr. Lorcu. I was born in New York City, September 20, 1915. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Nashville, Tenn. 

Mr. TavenneR. What is your profession or occupation ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I am a teacher. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Where ? 

Mr. Lorcn. Fisk University. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I hold a degree of bachelor of arts from Cornell Uni- 
versity ; master of arts—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. When did you receive your B, A. 
at Cornell ? 

Mr. Loren. 1935 


§3601—54—pt. 32 
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Mr. Scuerer. Pardon me just a moment, Mr. Counsel. Would 
you, Mr. Terry, move the microphone a little closer to the witness ! 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you proceed, please? You received your B. A. 
at Cornell in 1935 ¢ 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes. 

Mr. CLarpy. The answer is yes, you nodded your head. 

Mr. Lorcu. Sorry. The answer is yes. Master of arts degree and 
doctor of philosophy degree in math at the University of Cincinnati. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. In what year ¢ 

Mr. Lorcu. The former degree in 1936; the doctor of philosophy 
in 1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Will you tell the committee, please, 
what employment you have had since 1938, or say since 1936 ¢ 

Mr. Loren. Since 1936% Well, during the year 1936-387 I was a 
student. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you an instructor at any time while you 
were a student obtaining your master’s degree at the University of 
Cincinnati ¢ 

Mr. Lorcu. No, I was ona si holarship. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you have spoken of 1936-37, 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes. During the following year I worked a few weeks 
as an educational director for some locals of the Furriers Union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mr. Lorcu. In New York City. Most of the rest of the year I was 
unemployed and liv Ing at home. The following yee 

Mr. Tavenner. What local of the Furriers Union was that? 

Mr. Lorcu. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. But it was in New York City ? 

Mr. Lorcu. It was in New York City, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. And for what period of time? 

Mr. Lorcu. A few weeks, I don’t remember how long. 

Mr. Tavenner. A few weeks in the year 1937 ? 

Mr. Lorcn. Well, it was, as a teacher, I always think in terms of 
school years. It was sometime during the school year 1937-88 when 
| was out of chool. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. 

Mr. Lorcu. From 1938 to 1941, I was a student at the University 
of Cincinnati, engaged also as a part-time assistant in the department 
of mathematics in that university. 

Following 1941, when I left Cincinnati, I returned to New York; 
had employment again for a few weeks as a recreational director, I 
believe it was, in some cooperative housing project. This was only a 
few weeks while I was locating mathematical employment. 

Following that I became assistant mathematician for the National 
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics located at Langley Field, Va., 
which is a Federal research agency engaged in aeronautical studies. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you on the payroll of the Federal Government 
at that time? 

Mr. Lorcn. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. For what period were you on the payroll of the Fed- 
eral Government ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Well, I was on the payroll of the Federal Government 
for rather a long period of time. I was on the payroll there for 1 year. 
Then I resigned to volunteer for the Army of the United States, in 


Sache 
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which I remained on the payroll of the Federal Government for an- 
other 3 years, being honorably discharged some time in January, I 
believe it was, 1946. 

Mr. Scuerer. 1946? 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. In what capacity did you serve in the Army? 

Mr. Lorcu. As an enlisted man. 

I served some months in various camps in the United States; ap- 
proximately 1 year in India; and approximately 6 months on Okinawa. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What was the nature of your assignment to the 
National Aeronautics Commission, or Commission for Aeronautics ? 

Mr. Lorcn. National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics. 

Mr. Tavenner. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Lorcu. I have given the nature of the assignment. I was 
assistant mathematician. As such I was assigned to research in one of 
the divisions of that agency, where I was expected both to carry on 
independent research in the general field of aeronautics and also to 
render whatever mathematical advice the engineers around the place 
needed. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you engage in classified work during that time? 

Mr. Lorcn. Well, I presume so. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you cleared to handle classified material ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I must have been. I have no renee 

Mr. Scuerer. Was the work you were doing of a highly confidential 
and secret nature? Wasn’t it! 

Mr. Lorcn. I presume so, and I did 

Mr. Scuerer. I understand that. 

Mr. Lorcn. And so treated it. 

Mr. Scuerer. You know so, don’t you, Doctor? 

Mr. Lorcu. 1942 is 12 years back. Just exactly what stamps there 
happen to have been on the studies I made, I don’t recall in all hon- 
esty at this moment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Generally the work you were doing was of such an 
important nature that practically all of it was classified ? 

Mr. Lorcn. You flatter me. I am afraid my own contribution was 
not of such an important nature. The work of the agency, of course, 
was important. 

Mr. Scuerer. Right. But you were working on that important 
work, were you not? 

Mr. Lorcn. On some phases of it, yes. 

Mr. Scurrer. There were a lot of people working on it! 

Mr. Lorcnu. Yes. 

Mr. Scurrer. But that work was classified as a whole ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Asa whole, I suppose it must have been. 

Mr. Scuerer. Allright. That is all I want to know. 

Mr. TavenNeER. You say you were part-time listructor from 1938 
to 1941 at the University of Cincinnati? 

Mr. Lorcu. No, sir. I did not say that. I said I was assistant in 
the department in that period. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, will you tell us the distinction ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Well, an instructor teaches classes. My task was to 
assist one of the professors in preparing for his classes, to take copious 
notes, to write them up so that they made a coherent presentation, to 
type them, to hectograph them, to secure their further distribution, 
and also to do the same for his research articles. 
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Mr. Scuerer. What counsel obviously means, you were part of the 
instructing staff ? 

Mr. Lorcu. No, I was not engaged in instruction. 

Mr. Scnerer. You weren't a student anyhow ¢ 

Mr. Lorcu. I was. I was getting a Ph. D. He asked me what I 
was doing when I was a student. That was his question. Is that 
right ? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is right. 

Mr. Scurerer. What were you doing? 

Mr. Lorcu. I just stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am sorry. Would you restate it ? 

Mr. Lorcn. Yes. My task was to assist one of the professors in the 
department, to take his advance courses, to write up his lectures, to put 
them in elegant a form as was within my power, to type them, hecto- 
OT: ap yh t] 1em, to di stribute them, and also to do the same for his research 
Work, 

Mr. Scnerer. Assistant then to a professor? 

Mr. Lorcu. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Scuerer. You were ass istant then toa professor ? 

Mr. Lorcu. That is right. That is what I say. 

Mr. TAVENNER. During this period of time you performed those 
duties while engaged in your graduate work, was there an organiza- 
tion at the University of Cincinnati of the American Federation of 
Teachers? 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a member of it ? 

Mr. Lor H. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you a member of it? 

Mr. Lorcu. During the approximate time of my work there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you retain your membership in that organiza- 
tion after you left the Universi ty of Cincinnati ? 

Mr. Lorcn. I was no longer engaged in teaching for the next several 
years, so membership would not have been appropriate. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, you did—I do not believe we completed the 
history of your record of employment because you have continued in 
the te: . See 

Mr. Lorcn. Well, I have returned to the teaching profession. 

Mr. - AVENNER. wi hen did you return to the teaching profession ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Upon the receipt of my discharge from the Army in 
1946. 

Mr. TAvENNER. 1946? 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes. 

Mr. TavENNER. Where did you teach then? 

Mr. Lorcn. The College of the City of New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you teach there ? 

Mr. Lorcn. Three and one-half years. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Was that still in the field of mathematics? 

Mr. Lorcn. Oh, yes. 

Mr. TAvenNer. Then what other positions of teaching have you 
held ? 
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Mr. Lorcu. Subsequently, I was assistant professor at the Pennsy]l- 
vania State ¢ College, adail then assoclate professor and later professor 
of mathematics at Fisk University. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first assume your duties at Fisk 
University ? 

Mr. Lorcu. September 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you have been there since that time? 

Mr. Lorcu. Continuously. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you renew your membership in me American 
Federation of Teachers after you resumed your teaching career on 
return from the service ? 

Mr. Lorcn. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. While at the University of Cincinnati, did you hold 
any position in the Federation of Teac ‘hers? 

Mr. Lorcn. I assisted in securing memberships and such. I don’t 
know whether that constitutes a position or not. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Speak a little louder. It is hard to hear you. 

Mr. Lorcn. I recall no specific official position which I held. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend any State conventions of the Amer 
ican Federation of Teachers as a delegate 2 

Mr. Lorcn. I attended the national convention as a delegate. 

Mr. TavenneER. Where was that convention held ? 

Mr. Lorcnu. Buffalo, N. Y. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Were you from time to time appointed as a delegate 
from the American Federation of Teachers to meetings in which that 
organization was interested 2 

Mr. Lorcn. Well, 13 years is a long time, Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I know, and I am just asking that you give us the 
best of Vi ur recollection. 

Mr. Loren. I have no recollection to that effect. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall having : ateomed th e American Youth 
Congress in Ph led lelp shia from July 3d to the 5th, 1941, as a delegate 
from the American Fede sate of Teachers ? 

Mr. Lorcn. I believe that I was present at that convention. I do 
not recall whether or not I wasa delegate. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Lorch, the reason I am asking you these ques 
tions, at least one of the reasons, is that this committee has received 
considerable evidence about the activities of the Communist Party in 
endeavoring to infiltrate the American Federation of Teachers at 
approximately the period we are inquiring about. 

The first witness that the committee heard on February 95, 1953, 
in the field of education was Dr. Robert C. Davis. Dr. Davis testified 
he had been a member of the Communist Party at Harvard University, 
and at Harvard at that time there was organized within the fac ulty 
a group of the Communist Party; and that one of the chief objectives 
of that organization was to infiltrate the American Federation of 
Teachers. Similar testimony has been received at several other places 
in the United States, including Los Angeles. 

I would like to ask you whether to your knowledge there was any 
effort made by the C ommunist Party to infiltrate the American Fed 
eration of Teachers at the University of Cincinnati while you were 
there ? 

Mr. Lorcn. Not to my knowledge. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Not to your knowledge? 

Mr. Lorcu. Certainly not to my recollection. 

Mr. Scuerer. What was your answer ¢ 

Mr. Lorcn. And certainly not to my recollection. 

Mr. Scuerer. Not to your recollection, that is your answer ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
the time you attended the American Youth Congress on July 3, 4, 1, and 
5, 1941, at Phil: adelphia ¢ 

Mr. Lorcu. Before proceeding to the answer to this question, I 
desire to enter objections now to the proceedings. 

Mr. Tavenner. My question was whether or not at the time you 
attended the American Youth Congress in Philadelphia, July 3-5, 
1941, you were a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Lorcn. Such a question is somewhat loaded, as I am sure 
counsel appreciates, 

Mr. Scuerer. I will state as a matter of fact it is not a loaded ques- 
tion. It isasimple question. Were you a member of the Communist 
Party atthattime? Youcan either say yes or no, or—— 

Mr. Lorcnu. Well, or some other thing. 

Mr. Scuerer. Invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Lorcu. Well, I realize that you are an attorney, Mr. Scherer, 
but you are not acting as my counsel at the present time. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I can’t hear you, Witness. 

Mr. Lorcn. I said I realize that Mr. Scherer is an attorney, but he 
is acting not as my counsel at the present time. 

Mr. Scuerer. I will refrain from trying to help you. I wanted 
to take exception to your statement th: at that simple question was a 
loaded question, particularly for a man of your education. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Before you answer it, I w ant to ask you one thing: 
Were you here at either of the 2 previous days we have been con- 
ducting hearings? 

Mr. Lorcn. No, sir. 

Mr. Crarpy. Have you ever attended any other hearing of our com- 
mittee ? 

Mr. Lorcu. No, sir. 

Mr. Criarpy. I am going to tell you, if you had, you would under- 
stand better what the chairman was trying to explain to you. 

Mr. Lorcu. Let me ask this: The rulebook, which is my only guide 
at the present time, states, rule 2, page 1: 

The subject of any investigation in connection with which witnesses are sum- 
moned or shall otherwise appear shall be announced in an opening statement to 


the committee before the commencement of any hearing; and the information 
sought to be elicited at the hearings shall be relevant and germane to the subject 


as so stated. 

Since this apparently is the last day, or next to the last day of these 
proceedings, I would like to have the benefit of having read to me what 
statement was made in this connection before I proc ceed any further. 

Mr. Scnrrer. An opening statement was made by the chairman on 
behalf of the committee, which the chairman and most other people 
consider too long. It was all inclusive. It is the ruling of the Chair 
that it did include the subject under investigation at this time. 

Mr. Lorcu. I think that it would still help- 
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Mr. Criarpy. May I add something? Furthermore, that rule is for 
the internal work of the committee. While the public statement is 
invariably made, when we open our hearings at a given place, that rule 
is for our own guidance and is not intended in any way to excuse you 
from answering the question that was asked. 

Mr. Lorcu. Now, this confuses me still further. 

Mr. Scuerer. Your first objection is overruled because the state- 
ment was made. 

Mr. Lorcu. But it isa statement— 

Mr. Scuerer. Complete and in detail. 

Mr. Lorcn. It is a statement of which I have no knowledge, and 
which I could not be expected to have any knowledge of. I was sum- 
moned to appear here this morning. 

Mr. Scurrer. We will take a 5-minute recess. Will you furnish him 
with a copy of the statement and let him read it. 

(A - ess was taken from 10:35 to 10: 40 a.m.) 

Mr. Scuerer. The commitee will reconvene. Now, Mr. Tavenner, 
will you proceed with the questioning ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall my question, Dr. Lorch ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I recall the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer it, please ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I would like to recall, also, that this is a question con- 
cerning 13 years ago. 

Mr. Scuerer. Iam sorry. Again, I didn’t hear you. You said the 
question, this is a question of how many years ago ¢ 

Mr. Lorcn. Thirteen years ago. In fact, a little more than 13 years 
ago. 

Mr. Scuerer. Keep in mind the question was whether you were a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. TavenneErR. Will you answer the question, please ? 

Mr. Lorcn. The stated purpose of this investigation—— 

Mr. Scnerer. Just a minute, Doctor. I have given you an oppor- 
tunity to read the statement that was made at the opening of this hear- 
ing. The Chair has ruled that the question is competent and that 
the statement covers it. Your exception will be noted in the record, 
if you have such an exception. 

Mr. Lorcu. I do have such an exception. 

Mr. Scuerer. It will be noted. I can begin to see that you didn’t 
need a lawyer. 

Mr. Lorcnu. I assure you I have no intention of practicing law with- 
out a license. 

Mr. Scuerer. Go ahead. 

Mr. Lorcn. I should like to enter the objection to this question and 
all similar questions on several grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, just a moment. You say you object. Do you 
mean by that really that you refuse to answer the question on the 
ground that you are now proposing to state ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Well, let me see how I put it - you decide. I am not 
alawyer. Youare. I wish I hadalawyer. I don't. 

Mr. Tavenner. I assure you counsel would advise you that you have 
a right to refuse, but the mere matter of objection isn’t material. 

Mr. Lorcu. I am being asked now concerning matters of 13 years 
and moreago, Therules of procedure—— 








6962 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE DAYTON, OHIO, AREA 


Mr. Scuerer. Well, now Witness, I understand what you are at- 
tempting todo. The question is merely were you a member of the Com- 
munist Party at that time, and you are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Lorcu. I should like to state my reasons for not complying with 
your airective. 

Mr. Screrer. The Chair will recognize only one reason, and that 
is if you claim to answer that question would incriminate you. 

Mr. Lorcu. I have no intention of so claiming. 

Mr. Scuerer. Then I instruct you to answer the question. 

Mr. Lorcu. I desire to state my reasons for not answering this ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Crarpy. Can it be very brief or do you want a lot of time so 
vou can make a speech? Now, if you could make it brief, I think the 
Chair would bear with you. Otherwise, not. 

Mr. Lorcu. Well, may I proceed, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes, go ahead. 

Mr. Lorcu. I have long had the feeling that- 

Mr. Scnerer. You understand, Doctor, I am not going to permit 
you to make a speech. If you have any legal reasons that you want 
to advance, all right. I am not recognizing any. The courts have 
so held, except that if you claim to answer that question would tend 
to incriminate you. 

Mr. Ciarpy. In other words, if you want to invoke the privilege of 
the fifth amendment, you are within your rights to do so. Whether 
we agree that you have raised it properly or not is another question. 
Any other reason will not be given weight by this committee. 

Mr. Lorcn. But, Mr. Chairman, isn’t such an objection a little 
previous, to say in advance you will not give weight to whatever else 
Isay? Itseemsto be prejudging the situation. 

Mr. Scurrer. We have mel dozens and dozens of witnesses who 
have taken the same position that you are taking. 

Mr. Lorcu. But I haven't stated my position. 

Mr. Scuerer. I know what position you are going to take. 

Mr. Lorcu. How can you ? 


Mr. Scuerer. Using the same del: aying tactics. You go ahead and 
briefly state your reasons. I am just saying that we will listen to 


whatever legal reasons you might advance. 

Mr. Lorcu. I should like to state here that I object to the prejudg- 
ing of what you have no way of knowing what I am going to say, 
whatever other people may have ww and I should like to object to 


1 


the coloration waicn, that lends to whatever I am about to say. I 


think it is not a fair hearing. You h ave interrupted me long enough 
so I could have gece she bee} n done by now. 
Mr. Crarpy. I asked you if it would be brief. I want to ask you a 


question ahead of the others. Do you intend to advance any legal 
ground upon which you will base your refusal ? 

Mr. Lorcnu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Allr cht. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed. 

Mr. Lorcu. I advance first the first amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States. I advance that on the grounds that a com- 
mittee planning, investigating for the purpose of securing legislation 

cannot take the standpoint that it is wholly an investigation which 
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can lead to a violation of any of the rights protected by this first 
amendment. 

[ wish to state further that I believe that I am entitled to the pro- 
tection of the rules of procedure of this committee which were given 
to me, and stated to me to be the procedure which would govern this 
committee, and this committee is bound by it. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I interrupt you to tell you you have been and are be- 
ing given all of the protection the rules afford to any witness. Now 
proceed, 

Mr. Lorcu. One of the protections states that: 

Witnesses shall be subpenaed at a reasonably sufficient time in advance of any 
hearing, said time to be determined by the committee, in order to give the wit- 
ness an opportunity to prepare for the hearing and to employ counsel should he 
so desire. 

[ state I have not been given such time. I state further that no 
amount of time could have been given me to prepare for this hearing 
because the committee did not furnish me at any time any statement 
as to why my testimony was required at this hearing. I was furnished 
with no statement, brief, or law, of any description concerning the 
purpose of this hearing, and all I was told was that 1 was supposed to 
be here. 

Presumably, if you have an opportunity to prepare, you have an 
opportunity to prepare for something. So my opinion is that this, 
that I have just been summoned here without an opportunity to be 
protected by item 3—B on page 2 of the committee rules. 

[ note also that 7 have been unable to secure counsel to be present 
with me because of the vagueness—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, we have settled the issue of counsel. 

Mr. Lorcn. No, sir, we haven’t. That is part of this. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. 

Mr. Lorcnw. I have been unable to secure counsel to be present with 
me, for these very reasons, that in the absence of anything specific 
to prepare for, the counsel would have to study the entire history of 
the committee, the nature of the hearings, and refresh himself on all 
aspects of constitutional law. Surely one week’s notice is not going 
to permit any attorney, and certainly not me as a layman, to do that. 

ae. on page 5, section X of these same rules of procedure— 
before I go into that, sir, I would like to make this observation. For 
me to know what to prepare for was actually a very difficult thing. 
I am 10-State vice president of the NAACP. As such, I might be 
presumed to be interested in bringing before this committee any in- 
formation which might be avail: ible. concerning efforts being made 
to subvert the Constitution of the United States in accordance with 
its decision of May 17 as to antisegregation in education. 

Mr. Criarpy. You know you are going deliberately far afield. Come 
back to the beam. 

[I call your attention to something which you have not read, ap- 
parently. 

Mr. Lorcn. O. K. 

Mr. Cuarpy. On the opening pages of that rule, IV, V, and VI, are 
set forth in explicit detail, the power of the commictee, the subject into 
which we may explore. We do not go into extraneous matters as you 
have been doing. 


53601—54—pt. 3— 
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Mr. Lorcn. I am in no position to Judge whether it is extraneous 
or not. 

Mr. Crarpy. We are, and we are telling you it is extraneous. Come 
back to the beam. -F 

Mr. Loren. The IV, V, and VI include such things as any effort 
to subvert the Constitution of the United States. That would include 
such things as remarks which have been made on the floor of the Senate 
of the United States by Senator Eastland of the State of Mississippi, 
quoting ft he Governor of ¢ reorg1a—— 

Mr. Crarpy. I ask he be instruced to stop that kind of an answer. 

Mr. Lorcn. Quoting the Governor of the State of Georgia 

Mr. Crarpy. Subside while the chairman rules on my request. 

Mr. Scuerer. I will give you one more minute. : 

Mr. Lorcu. It is no speech. I am trying to indicate things that 
have been troubling me. . 

Mr. Scuerer. We have gotten to the floor of the Senate now, in vour 
remarks. Go ahead. 

Mr. Crarpy. I may tell you there is nothing new in what you have 
said. We have heard it ad nauseam from Communist after Communist 
that have occupied the same seat you have occupied. 

Mr. Lorcu. I am sure you have also heard it time after time from 
every decent American in the country. The oppression of the Negro 
people isa disgrace to the entire country. 

Mr. Scuerrer. I will give you one more minute. 

Mr. Lorcn. I have no reason to share my time with Mr, Clardy. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have given you one more minute. 

Mr. Lorcu. I believe that the fact that I have not been given any- 
thing concerning which to prepare shows that I have not been sum- 
moned in good faith, and that this therefore simply is a fishing expe- 
dition beyond the proper functions of this committee. I have other 
reasons I would like to refer to. It is only limitations of time which 
prevent me from so doing. Since I am bound by a ruling of the Chair, 
I cannot help but state that I shall insist that I have at any future 
time the right to add reasons which the chairman is now denying me 
the privilege of asserting. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. Now, there is a direction from the Chair 
that vou answer the question. 

Mr. Lorcn. I have stated some of my reasons for 

Mr. Scuerer. Have you stated all of the reasons ‘ 

Mr. Lorcu. No, sir. you have not allowed me to. 

Mr. Scuerer. Are vou going to invoke the fifth amendment or not? 

Mr. Lorcu. I have told you that I am not. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Lorcu. I have not stated all of my reasons. I would like that 
to be clear. 

Mr. Crarpy. You heard the admonition of the Chair. Will you 
subside. and Mr. Tavenner will proceed with the investigation. 

Mr. Lorcn. Sir. who is the chairman ¢ 

Mr. Cuarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Lorch, how did you make your trip to the con- 
vention in Philadelphia, do you recall? 

Mr. Lorcn. No, sir. 

Mr. TAVENNER. You do not recall ? 


Mr. Lorcyu. No, sir. 
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Mr. Tavenner. After you went to that convention, did you return 
to Cincinnati, do you recall that, immediately ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I believe no. I had already completed my work, and 
the fact of the matter is I have not been in the State of Ohio e xcept 
for a weekend meeting of the American Mathematical Society in all 
of the 13 years that have elapsed since then, until I was summoned 
by this committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, do you recall having attended a meeting of 
the Communist Party in Cincinnati on July 1, just 3 days prior to the 
holding of the convention in Philadelphia of the American Youth 
Congress ¢ 

Mr. Lorcu. While I could conscientiously answer that question in 
the negative, I desire to point out again that this question is directed 
toward associations and such like, and therefore is in violation of the 
first amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. I direct you to answer the question. The witness 
remains mute, Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Lorcn. I will answer that no, under protest. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say that you could answer it? As a matter 
of fact, weren’t you at a meeting at the Odd Fellows Hall in Cin- 
cinnati on July 1, 1941? 

Mr. Lorcn. Counsel, where were you on July 1, 1941? 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness 

Mr. Lorcu. Excuse me. That was intended—I apologize. 

Mr. TAvenNER. If you don’t recall—— 

Mr. Lorcu. I don’t recall. I phrase my answer in that way merely 
to point out that to be asked a question about 13 years ago is 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, you answer the questions and don’t lecture 
counsel. If you don’t know, say you don’t know. 

Mr. Lorcu. All right. I have no experience with these things. 

Mr. Criarpy. The witness said he could answer in the negative. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is what I was trying to develop, whether he 
really intends to answer in the negative or not. 

Mr. Lorcn. Your question was whether or not I recalled having 
been there? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Do you? 

Mr. Lorcu. This subpena reached me just after I had returned 
from a 3,000 mile motor trip, and I am still exhausted. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever attend a meeting of the Communist 
Party at the Odd Fellows Hall in Cincinnati ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I have no such recollection, and I desire also to add I 
object to the question on the ground of the first amendment. I might 
as well 

Mr. Tavenner. Your answer is you do not recall ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes. My answer is not only that. My answer was, as 
I stated it, that I do not recall and also I object to the question on the 
ground that it violates the first amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Mr. Crarpy. Again, so we may be certain that you are not invoking 
the provisions of the fifth amendment 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, I am advising you that you are clearly i 
contempt, legal contempt of the Congress now under the two answers 
that you have given. There is no question about it. 

Mr. Lorcu. No; Iam not an attorney. I have no attorney. 
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Mr. Crarpy. I am asking you so that you will clear the record. Let’s 
find out if he is raising it on this particular one. 

Mr. Lorcn. I had in mind also earlier at the time—— 

Mr. Scuerer. There is no question before you, Witness. Proceed 
with the next question, Mr. Tavenner. I am going to run the hearing. 

Mr. Lorcn. Iam not attempting to run the hearing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you have stated you do not recall having 
attended a meeting, whether you attended a meeting of the Communist 
Party on July 1, 1941, in the Odd Fellows Hall, or that you had ever 
attended a meeting of the Communist Party at that place. I shall 
endeavor to refresh your recollection. 

Were you acquainted at any time with John J. Edmiston? 

Mr. Lorcu. Would you care to refresh my memory on who he is, sir? 

Mr. Scuerer. I am directing you to answer the question. 

Mr. Lorcu. Iam trying to be helpful. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Counsel, I have directed him to answer the ques- 
tion. I don’t want you to help him any more. It is a typical pattern 
of attempting to evade the committee’s questions. 

Mr. Lorcu. I am not trying to evade the committee. I am tryin 
be refreshed. : 

Mr. Scuerer. I am directing you to answer the question. 

Mr. Lorcu. Repeat the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Read the question, please. 

(The pending question was read by the reporter. ) 

Mr. Lorcu. I do not recall ever having met such a person. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted at any time with his wife, 
Martha Edmiston ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Mr. Chairman, may I ask again to be refreshed ? 

Mr. Scuerer. We will refresh your recollection. Mrs. Edmiston, 
will you step forward ? 

(At this point a woman came to the front of the hearing room.) 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you look at this lady here? 

Now, you may retire. 

(At this point the woman who had proceeded to the front of the 
room resumed her seat.) 

Mr. Scuerer. Now that your recollection has been refreshed, will 
you state whether you ever knew that woman ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Mr. Chairman, it would be much more helpful to re- 
fresh my recollection if counsel would inform me as to the circum- 
stances under which I am supposed to have known this woman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, I am directing you to answer the question. 

Mr. Lorcn. I do not recognize now the woman who was just 
before me. 

Mr. Scurrer. Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Lorch, Mr. John J. Edmiston testified before 
the Committee on Un-American Activities on July 12, 1950, in Wash- 
ington. At that time he described a meeting of the Cincinnati section 
of the Communist Party as follows: 


g to 


Mr. Tavenner. Did the Cincinnati section of the Communist Party hold a 
meeting in the Odd Fellows Hall on July 1, 1941, and if so, what was its purpose? 

Mr. Epmiston. There was a rather important meeting of the Communist 
Party in Cincinnati. 

Mr. TAVENNER. July 1, 1941? 

Mr. Epmiston. 1941. And that meeting was held at the Odd Fellows Hall, 
toom 405. It was the first meeting of the Cincinnati section membership since 
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the party line had changed on June 22, We remember that on that date Hitler 
took matters in his own hands and invaded the Soviet Union. The party line 
had instantly changed. 

We were in Cincinnati on that date and saw the general confusion of the party 
members at that time which was a rather interesting thing. This then was the 
first meeting of the Cincinnati membership of the Communist Party since the 
change of the party line. Up until that time we had been against convoys. We 
had been against conscription. We had been for world peace. We had been 
against aid to imperialistic Britain. We had taken every step to discourage the 
American production for assistance to the allies, Now all of a sudden it changed. 
Now we were on the side of Soviet Russia, and we were going to work very hard 
as allies, and were going to bolster everything that America did to make this 
country the storehouse of democracy. 

So at that meeting known Communist Party members in attendance were the 
chairman, Marjorie Dowers, the speaker, Robert Gunkel. Known Communist 
Party members identified by name to us and by attendance in the meetings were: 
Larry Moore—— 

Quite a few other persons are named, and among them is the name 
of Lee Lorch. 

Does that refresh your recollection ? 

Mr. Lorcit. I desire now to enter an objection again, Mr. Chairman, 
if I may, based on rule 10, page 5, of your Rules of Procedure. 

Mr. Scuerer. Your objection is overruled. 

Mr. Lorcn. May I state it? 

Mr. Scnerer. You are directed to answer. 

Mr. Lorcn. I desire to refuse to answer that question on the ground 
which I should like to have an opportunity to state briefly. 

Mr. Scuerer. Your objection is overruled. You will answer the 
question. 

Mr. Crarpy. You may take it for granted we are familiar with the 
rules. Youneed not read them to us. 

Mr. Lorcu. I am not attempting to lecture you on your own rules. 
I am seeking their protection. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Lorcn. I want to be sure, Mr. Chairman, there is entered into 
the record my objection to this question, as well as the objection to the 
whole proceedings to which I am being subjected, and I add now with 
particular reference to section 10 of the rules as protecting me at this 
point. Section 10 provides that persons who had been named should 
be so informed, which I have never been. I have never been informed 
as having been named before this committee, and these rules provide 
that a person so named is entitled to be notified by registered mail 
within 15 daysafterward. Ihave never had any communication from 
this committee until I was summoned before it today without any 
statement as to why I was to be here or matters as to which I was to 
testify. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you prior to this time learned that you had been 
identified before the Committee on Un-American Activities as having 
been a member of the Communist Party? Didn’t you know that? 
Didn’t you? Please answer the question. 

Mr. Loren. I learned that night before last. 

Mr. Tavenner. For the first time ? 

Mr. Lorcn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You had never heard of it before ? 

Mr. Lorcnu. Sir, I wish to make this observation. This committee 
is not responsible for what I may or may not hear. This committee is 
responsible to protect me by the proper observance of its own rules. 
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These rules prescribe that the committee shall notify me. The com- 
mittee has never so done. 

Mr, Tavenner. Now, will you answer my question? Didn’t you 
know prior to night before last, or prior to your being subpenaed, that 
you had been named as a former Communist Party member before the 
Committee on Un-American Activities? 

Mr. Lorcn. I do not recall having had such information at an earlier 
date. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now, you say you do not recall having such infor- 
mation. 

Mr. Lorcu. 1950 is more than 4 years ago. 

Mr. Scuerer. A few minutes ago, Witness, you said you did not 
know that you had been so identified before this committee prior to 
last night 

Mr. Lorcu. No, sir; I did not so— 

Mr. Scuerer. I submit the record speaks for itself. 

Mr. Lorcu. Have him read the record. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Tavenner. You also stated in the earlier part of your testi- 
mony that you had no recollection of the means of travel to the con- 
vention which you admitted having attended of the American Youth 
Congress just a few days after the Communist Party meeting I had 
referred to. Mrs. Martha Nichols Edmiston, the person who came 
forward here just a moment ago, and whom you saw, testified before 
this committee on July 13, 1950. 

Mr. Lorcu, What year was that ? 

Mr. Tavenner. July 13, 1950. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you attend a meeting of the American Youth Congress 
held in Philadelphia July 3, 4, and 5, 1941? 

Mrs. EpMiston. Yes; I did. 

Then she proceeded to describe the manner and the means of travel 
that she had. 

In the car in which I went, there were Joanne Moore, Young Communist 
League, Communist Party member; Lee Lorch, Communist Party member who 
went as a delegate from the Teachers’ Union to which he belonged in Cincinnati. 
Lee, according to his own statement, stood high in the party. 

Mr. Lorcn. Whew! 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, is there anything incorrect about that state- 
ment? You expressed amazement or concern. Is there anything in- 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Lorcn. The last sentence strikes me as most amazing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there anything untrue about it ? 

Mr. Lorcnu. I certainly could never have made such a statement. I 
have no recollection. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You certainly what ? 

Mr. Lorcnu. I certainly have no recollection that I could have ever 
made such a statement even, “stood high.” 

Mr. Scuerer. May I interrupt? Is anything that Mrs. Edmiston 
said in her testimony, as just read to you by Mr. Tavenner, untrue ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Is anything she said untrue? I ask you to say yes 
timony. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is anything she said untrue? Task you to say yes 
or no, and then you will have a right to say which portion of it is untrue. 

Mr. Lorcn. I believe that probably most of it is untrue. 
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Mr. Scuerer. You said that you believe that most of it is untrue ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scurrer. Is there any part of that statement untrue and, if so, 
what part is untrue? 

Mr. Lorcu. This woman made some allegations about some people 
that I certainly have no information about. For example, she 
ascribed 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, you are not answering my question. 

Mr. Lorcu. Iam. I am trying to state the statement as I remem- 
ber it. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am asking if any portion of that statement is un- 
true, and state what portion of it is untrue. Read it again, carefully, 
Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TAveNNER (reading) : 

in the car in which I went, there were: Joanne Moore, Young Communist 
League, Communist Party member; Lee Lorch, Communist Party— 

Mr. Lorom:; Would’ you. stop, please ? 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. He asked to stop. Is any part of that 
statement untrue / 

Mr. Lorcu. I have no reason to believe that her statement concerned 
the person named is true. ‘I certainly have no recollection that it is 
true, nor would I have had any way of knowing whether it was true 
or not. 

Mr. Tavenner. You just don’t know? 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes, but I don’t want to be put in a position here of 
appearing to agree to statements that are just by default. I certainly 
cannot vouch for any, for the accuracy of that statement. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me break it down. 

Mr. Lorcn. O. K. 

Mr. TAvENNER. You were acquainted with Joanne Moore, were you 
not ¢ 

Mr. Loren. I have met such a person, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she a member of the Communist Party, to 
your knowledge / 

Mr. Lorcu. Not so far as I know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever attend a Communist Party meeting 
with her? 

Mr. Lorcn. I am in an awful fix here 

Mr. Scuerer. If you know that 

Mr. Lorcu. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Wait a minute, witness, I don’t want a speech. Did 
you or did you not, or don’t you recall ¢ 
~ Mr. Lorcu. I certainly don’t recall ever having attended such a 
meeting 

Mr. Scuerer. You don’t deny that you attended such a meeting? 

Mr. Lorcu. I still would like to point out 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, do, you deny that you attended such a meet- 
ing? 

Mr. Lorcu. Do I deny that I attended a meeting with her? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 

Mr. Lorcu. I am in a position to make no denials of allegations 
concerning these events, 13 years ago, hatched up on 1 week’s notice, 
concerning testimony already 4 years old. 

Mr. Scuerer. Ask him the next question. 
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Mr. TavenneEr. Did you go to the place of this convention in an 
automobile with Joanne Moore ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I don’t remember whether Joanne Moore was in the 
automobile or not. I believe I did go by automobile. A student doesn’t 
have much money for other kinds of travel. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Your voice became inaudible again. 

Mr. Lorcu. Did counsel hear it ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, I heard it. 

Mr. Crarpy. It is fairly important. Repeat what you said. 

Mr. Lorcu. Perhaps the record—— 

Mr. Crarpy. Repeat it, I said. 

Mr. Lorcn. It is hard to give the identical words again. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Put it in your own words again. 

Mr. Lorcnu. I do not recall whether I went to that convention in 
company with Joanne Moore or not. I do believe I went by automobile, 
that being the way the students customarily traveled. 

Mr. Tavenner. You recall that the lady who appeared here in 
answer to the name of Martha Edmiston was in that car also, don’t 
you ¢ 

Mr. Lorcu. No;I don’t recall. 

Mr. TavennerR. You don’t remember that ? 

Mr. Lorcu. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you remember her now after having refreshed 
your recollection by this testimony ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I believe I do. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. You believe you do. Did she attend the conven- 
tion of the American Youth Congress in Philadelphia ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I don’t recall whether I saw her there or not. I be- 
lieve I must have, or else this would not have refreshed my recollec- 
tion. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she a member of the Communist Party to your 
knowledge? 

Mr. Lorcu. Not so far as I know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever attend a Communist Party meeting 
at which she was present ? 

Mr. Lorcu. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. No? 

Mr. Lorcu. My acquaintance with that woman, if any, is so vague 
that I don’t even recall her face when I see her here. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Now, the next part to this question 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever attend a Communist Party meeting 
with an i\ybody # 4 

Mr. Lorcu. I don’t—I am going to object again to that question, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Your objection is overruled and the same objec- 
tions that you have made before will be noted in the record. 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes, sir; including the ones you did not allow me to 
state before. 

Mr. Scuerer. We will include any objections you want to make. 
Ay swer the question. 

Mr. Lorcn. I decline on the grounds that I have advanced, and on 
the objections that you would not permit me to advance. 

Mr. Scuerer. That did not include the fifth amendment, though ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Well, the fifth amendment has a number of clauses in 
it. I presume the one you are getting at is the incrimination clause, 
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Mr. Scuerer. We certainly are. 

Mr. Lorcu. It certainly does not include that clause of the fifth 
amendment. 

_ Mr. Scuerer. You are not refusing to testify on the grounds that 
it might tend to incriminate you ? 

Mr. Lorcu. No, sir; Iam not. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are not basing your refusal on that part of the 
fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Lorcu. No, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, I think I should also tell you something 
at this time that you may not have noticed. . 

The testimony identifying you, as you have correctly stated, was 
given about 4 years ago. That was approximately 3 years before the 
rules which you are referring to, these rules were adopted. In other 
words, at the time you were identified, none of these rules were in 
existence. In fact, this was not put out until July of last year. I tell 
you that so you won’t waste our time and your time in bringing that 
up again. 

Mr. Lorcn. I still feel entitled to the protection of these rules, I 
still feel the committee is bound by this, and did not act in vood faith 
in bringing me here on a blanket subpena without any reference to 
the matters concerning which I was to testify. 

Mr. Criarpy. We dispute that. You are given the same protection 
of the rules that we give to everybody. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. I was directed by the chairman to read each part 
of this testimony to you. 

The next part which I read was this: 

Lee Lorch— 
meaning that Lee Lorch was one of the occupants of the car 


Lee Lorch, Communist Party member, who went as a delegate from the 
Teachers’ Union. 

Now, what, if anything, is erroneous or false about that statement, 
if anything? 

Mr. Lorcu. Well, there are two items in there on which I would like 
to observe. As I stated before, | do hot recall whether I was a dele- 
gate from the Teachers’ Union or not, so ] am in ho position to con- 
firm or deny that section of the testimony. Now, I presume that could 
easily happen. 

Mr. Tavenner. This does not refresh your recollection on that? 

Mr. Lorcu. No, sir, it doesn’t. Further, I repeat again, I am un- 
willing to entertain or comment or answer anything that deals with 
the other clause in that sentence on the ground of numerous amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States, and particularly 
amendment No. 1. 

Mr. Scuerer. But not the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Not that section of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Not that section of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. That section—— 

Mr. Scurrer. You are not relying on that part of the section which 
says that it tends to incriminate you ? 

‘Mr. Lorcn. That is true. Iam not relying on that. 

Mr. Crarvy. Witness, I think in fairness to you that I ought to 
interject at this time, even though I am not attempting to act as your 
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counsel, I think I should tell you that failure to invoke the fifth amend- 
ment when pertinent questions are asked by the counsel or by the mem- 
bers of the committee may get you into serious difficulty. ] suggest, 
sir, that the only real effective legal protection that you may have, 
if you have any apprehensions whatever, is to invoke that section of 
the fifth ame ndment we have been discussing. 

Now, I don’t ask for any comments on it from you at all. I am 
merely making that suggestion to you so that you will understand what 
we are getting at. If you would like to retrace your steps and invoke 
that on any ot the que stions th: it have been propounded thus far, I am 
sure the chairman will permit you to do so. 

Mr. Lorcu. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with a person by the name of 
Leonard Brooks? 

Mr. Lorcu. The name is not familiar. 

Mr. Tavenner. Continuing with Mrs. Edmiston’s testimony, she 
named as a person who also occupied the car on the trip to the conven- 
tion, Leonard Brooks, Communist Party member, attended as a dele- 
gate from the American Students’ Union. Does that refresh your 
recollection as to the occupants of the car with you? 

Mr. Lorcn. Well, I think I understand, counsel: I have made no 
comment, affirmative or negative, on the occupants of the car since I 
am unwilling to trust my memory over a 13-year break, which has inci- 
dentally also been accompanied by a ‘complete change of locale, method 
of life, and everything. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand that. I am trying to refresh your 
recollection about it. 

Mr. Lorcu. You have been unsuccessful in refreshing my recollec- 
tion. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, do you recall now having met a person by the 
name of Leonard Brooks ¢ 

Mr. Lorcn. I may have. I have no recollection. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall a person by the name of Jean Pilver? 

Mr. Lorcu. No, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness shook his head. 

Mr. Lorcnu. I also added “No, sir.” J remembered about the verbal 
side of it, too. 

Mr. Crarpy. You what? 

Mr. Lorcn. I also said “No, sir,’ after I shook my head. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you do recall new having known a 
person by the name of Martha Edmiston ? 

Mr. Lorcn. No. sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understood you to so state. 

Mr. Lorcu. I stated that I had the impression that J may have 
known such a person. 

Mr. Tavenner. Youstill are er ertain that you have known her? 

Mr. Lorcn. Asto whether I had actually known such a person. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, as a matter of fact, Doctor, didn’t you take 
her to the home of some fr iend of vours in Philadelphia at the time of 
this convention, in Philadelphia, of the American Youth Congress ? 

Mr. Lorcn,. I have no ree ‘ollec tion of ever hav ing done so. 

Mr. Crarpy. Do you deny that you did that? 

Mr. Lorcu. Congressman, how can I deny something of which I 
have no recollection ? 
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Mr. Crarpy. I am not answering your questions. Suppose you 
answer mine. 

Mr. Lorcnu. I neither affirm nor deny. I simply do not remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with a Mr. Sidney Fox in 
Philadelphia ¢ 

Mr. Lorcu. I believe I did know people by that name. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was his wife’s name / 

Mr. Lorcu. I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Genieve / 

Mr. Loren. I don’t know. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Let me see if this refreshes your recollection. Mrs. 
Edmiston, continuing with her testimony, was asked this question: 

Did you attend a meeting at the home of Sidney and Genieve Fox, 2022 Pine 
Street, Philadelphia, while at this convention ? 

Mrs. Epmiston. Yes; they were identified to me by Lee Lorch as Communist 
Party members, as were the other people who were gathered in their house, to 
whom I was only introduced by their first names. Sidney and Genieve Fox 
had just returned from Russia, and we assembled to hear Soviet news. Lee 
Lorch took me in tow because I was more or less a martyr in Ohio on the 
petition fraud deal. 

Does that refresh your recollection ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I have no recollection of the episode to which she re- 
fers. I will state this: I believe she lied in making the statement that 
I had asserted, that persons you mentioned are Communists. 

Mr. Tavenner. You believe she did ? 

Mr. Lorcn. I believe she must have lied, yes. 

Mr. 'TavenNER. Now, there can’t be any in-between position on this 
thing. You either know she led in your own opinion, or you don’t 
know it, because you don’t admit even having gone to the pl: ce, 

Mr. Lorcw. That is true, and that is why + have the opinion she 
lied. among other things. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other things? 

Mr. Lorcn. I could certainly not have made such a statement about 
another person. 

Mr. Crarpy. May I ask another question ? 

Mr. Scuerer. You certainly may. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, you have failed to recollect practically all 
of the circumstances that have been related by counsel. Now, having 
failed to recollect, at least you say you did, as the chairman reminds 
me. and assuming that that is the fact, that you do not recolleet-—— 

Mr. Lorcn. It is the fact, sir. 

Mr. Crarpy. Very well. Then, on what basis do you slander this 
good woman by saying you believe she lies / 

Mr. Lorcw. You have a number of observations in that remark 
that 

Mr. Cruarpy. It isn’t a remark. Tt isa question. 

Mr. Lorcu. You have asserted that I slandered a person. 

Mr. Crarpy. You surely have. You would be the first to object 
if some witness took the stand and said that you lied, and you would 
how] from the housetops that you were being smeared and ‘slandered. 
You have done that. sir. and I want to know upon what solid founda- 
tion of fact you make that statement in view of your admission that 
vou now have no recollection of any of the incidents concerning it. 
Tt convinces me vou do have a recollection or you would not have 
ventured the assertion that you did. 
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Now, my question, I will come back again: Having said you had no 
recollection, upon what other basis did you find that wild statement? 

Mr. Lorcn. Well, I am not going to answer that question because I 
am not willing to concede it was a wild statement. 

Mr. CLarpy. All right, we will strike the word “wild.” 

Mr. Lorcn. It certainly was a loaded question. Now, may I have 
the question in the form in which I am to answer it, sir? 

Mr. Scuerer. I direct you to answer the question. 

Mr. Lorcu. May I have the question which I am to answer? 

Mr. Scuerer. No; you heard the question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It has been repeated at least three times. 

Mr. Lorcu. No,sir. It has been repeated 

Mr. Crarpy. I will put it again. I will pre face it by this: You 
have une quivoc: ally stated you had no recollection of any ‘of the perti- 
nent facts surrounding the incident about which inquiry has been made. 

My question is this: What other fact, if any, di d you found your 
statement on that she was lying? 

Mr. Lorcn. That fact was solely my own impression because I do 
not be lieve that I would then or now make a remark about a person’s 
political affiliations which might endanger that person’s economic 
ancien status in the community. 

Mr. Criarpy. You do not recollect, and you will not deny, but you 
are willing to let stand the accusation that she lied ? 

Mr. Lorcn. What I said was I am firmly convinced that she must 
have been lying. 

Mr. Scurrer. Mr. Counsel, I think it should be stated for the record 
that Martha Edmiston and her husband were both undercover agents 
for the FBI, who joined the Communist Party at the request of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and rendered a valuable service over 
many yet ars to their country. 

Mr. Crarpy. And whose sworn testimony has been most helpful to 
other efforts of the Government. 

Mr. Scurrer. And has been sustained in every place and every 
instance in which it was used. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think, too, Mr. Chairman, I should make some 
reference to her statement in her testimony about being considered a 
martyr in Ohio on the petition fraud deal, because she had explained it 
earlier in her testimony. Mrs. Edmiston had been indicted along with 
other persons for circulation of a Communist Party petition in Frank- 
lin County, Ohio, in which there was some question about the means 
of concealment of the real purposes of it. Asa result of that, she and 
other persons were indicte z 

Mr. Scuerer. And at that time the authorities in Cuyohoga County 
did not know she was an undercover agent for the FBI within the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is correct. 

Dr. Lorch, did you become acquainted with a person by the name 
of David H. Levison ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes, sir, I believe I knew him, although I do wish at the 
present time to repeat objections on the grounds of questions going 
to freedom of association. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are directed to answer the question, witness. 

Mr. Lorcn. I have. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed, Counsel. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Levison testified before the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, on August 8, 1950, and during the course of his 
testimony admitted his own former Communist P arty membership, 
and identified you as having been a member of the Communist Party 
during the same period of time which we have been discussing. Do 
you desire to deny the identification made by him or explain it in any 
way? 

Mr. Lorcn. Your question was, do I deny the—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you desire to deny or comment upon his identi- 
fication of you ¢ 

Mr. Lorcu. Well, this is a repetition only with the name of certain 
persons which I have refused to answer on the grounds I have already 
stated and not stated. I rest again on that. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the circumstances under which you be- 
came acquainted with Mr. Levison ? 

Mr. Lorcn. I don’t recall. 

Mr. TavenNER. Did you ever attend a Communist Party meeting 
with him? 

Mr. Lorcu. Again, Mr. Counsel, I must respectfully decline to 
answer on the grounds that these questions go to the freedom of asso- 
ciation clauses concerning which this committee has no right to legis- 
late. 

Mr. Scurrer. The witness is directed to answer the question. The 
witness is directed to answer the last question. 

Mr. Lorcu. I have already stated my reasons for not so answering. 

Mr. Crarpy. And again on these last 2 questions, you were not, as 
I understand it, invoking that clause of the fifth amendment dealing 
with the possible self-incrimination ¢ 

Mr. Lorcn. That is true. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Counsel, what was Mr. Levison’s first name ? 

Mr. Tavenner. David H. Levison. 

Mr. Scuerer. You knew David H. Levison, did you not? 

Mr. Lorcn. I new a Levison. I presume that is the same one. 

Mr. Scuerer. How long did you know David Levison ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I don’t recall how long I knew him. 

Mr. Scuerer. You knew him fairly well, didn’t you ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I don’t think so. This is a matter of judgment, what 
constitutes fairly well. I don’t know. I knew him over part of the 
period when I was in Cincinnati, a rather short period, I might 
mention. 

Mr. Scuerer. Over how long a period was that that you knew 
Levison ? 

Mr. Lorcn. I don’t remember. It was during the period I was a 
graduate student at the university. 

Mr. Scurrer. You associated with him, did you not? 

Mr. Lorcu. Not intimately, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Again that is a relative word, intimately, but you did 
associate with him? 

Mr. Lorcu. I knew him. 

Mr. Scuerer. Socially ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Well, what does the word socially mean? I presume so. 

Mr. Scurrer. You mean to tell me you don’t know what the word 
socially means with all of those degrees after your name? 

Mr. Lorcn. You know, when I get up before a bunch of lawyers, I 
begin to feel I don’t know what so many words mean. 
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Mr. Criarpy. This is a rather small bunch. There are only two of 
us here. 

Mr. Lorcn. There is counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Counsel doesn’t count. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you associate with Mr. Levison socially ? 

Mr. Lorcu. Well, I believe I did in a casual way. 

Mr. Scurerer. Was Mr. Levison lying as you said you believed Mrs. 
Edmiston was, when he identified you as a member of the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

Mr. Lorcn. This is just another repetition of the same question 
which I declined to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let’s assume it is a repetition. Will you answer the 
question ¢ 

Mr. Lorcu. I refuse on the same grounds stated and unstated as 
before. 

Mr. Scnerer. You may proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time that you accepted employment with the 
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics were you asked any 
question as to whether or not you had been a member of the Com- 
munist Party or any organization dedicated to the overthrow of the 
Government of the United States by force and violence / 

Mr. Loron. I recall no such questions being asked. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
time you were employed, I believe you said, for a period of 1 year, by 
that organization ¢ 

Mr. Lorcn. I enter the same objections as before to these questions. 
I am not willing to have this committee in the position of being able 
to assail the Constitution and its safeguards for the citizenry in this 
fashion. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is directed to answer. 

Mr. Lorcu. I refuse to answer on the ground I have just stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Lorch, we have the testimony of Mr. John Ed- 
miston, Martha Edmiston, David H. Levison, which up to this point 
has been undenied, and as to which there has been no cont rary explana- 
tion, that you, while a graduate student at the University of Cincin- 
ati, were a member of the Communist Party. Now, this committee, 
knowing that you have continued in the teaching profession from the 
time of your return from the service up until the present time, is of 
course anxious to know whether or not that membership in the Com- 
munist Party was continued or whether it was broken off. If it was 
broken off, we would like to know it. 

Mr. Lorcn. This committee has no confirmation from me that it ever 
existed, so the question should be rephrased in order to take out some 
of the load. 

Mr. Tavenner. I shall be glad to rephrase it. Are you a member of 
the Communist Party now ? 

Mr. Lorcn. I answer that question although I regard it in viola- 
tion of the Constitution of the United States. I answer it solely be- 
cause I have been forced into a public hearing which might cause my 
institution some embarrassment. I answer that question in the nega- 
tive, but under very vehement protest, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you accepted your position at Fisk University in 1950? 
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Mr. Lorcu. Again, for the purpose of safeguarding my institution, 
against the barrage of newspaper publicity which might accompany 
this, and which is intended to, by virtue of the public nature of these 
hearings, I answer that question, too, in the negative, but again with a 
protest that the committee has no right to pose such a question because 
of constitutional safeguards and because also of its own rules. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you have refused to answer the question as to 
whether or not you were a member of the Communist Party while em- 
ployed in a very sensitive position by the Government prior to your 
entering the service. 

Mr. Lorcn. | have refused to answer it on grounds which are in- 
tended to protect the Constitution of the United States, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you, whether on your return from the 
Army in 1946 you became also identified at any time with the Com- 
munist Party or became a member of the Communist Party after 
1946 ¢ 

Mr. Lorcu. I am going to refuse again, sir, and I am sure you must 
have anticipated, to answer this question on the ground st: ated before. 
I will not answer any such questions prior to my association with my 
present employment. As I told you, I answered that not because I 
regard it, that the question was a legitimate question, but solely in 
order to minimize the unfortunate publicity which this committee 
knows will result from this public hearing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you were employed in a university in Pennsyl- 
vania, 1 believe 

Mr. Lorcu. Pennsylvania State College. 

Mr. Tavenner. Pennsylvania State College, prior to your employ- 
ment at Fisk? 

Mr. Lorcu. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time while you were teaching at Pennsylvania State College ? 

Mr. Lorcx. Well, I submit that I have alre: ady answered that ques- 
tion, or rather indicated that I will not answer it on the grounds that 
I have stated, and the chairman has occasionally allowed me to state. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time while you were a member of the faculty at New York City 
College ? 

Mr. Lorcu. I repeat my declination, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. For the same reason? 

Mr. Lorcn. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Pardon me? 

Mr. Criarpy. No questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is excused, 

(Witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Robert Metcalf, will you come forward, please ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Before you sit down, will you raise your right hand ? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give at 
this hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Mercatr. I do. 

Mr. Scorer. Be seated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what is your name, please, sir? 
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TESTIMONY OF ROBERT M. METCALF 


Mr. Mercaur. Robert M. Metcalf 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Metcalf, you are familiar with the rules of the 
committee with respect to the right of a witness to have counsel! 

Mr. Scuerer. Pardon me just a moment. Let the press get their 
pictures, and then you will kindly desist, gentlemen of the press. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Metcalf, you are familiar, are you not, with the 
rule of the committee that the witness is entitled to hs ave counsel with 
him if he so desires or consult prc during the ecurse of the investi- 
gat ss 
Mr. Mercaur. That is correct. 

Mr. ’ T AVENNER. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Mercatr. Springfield, Ohio, December 23, 1902. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Justa moment. It is hard to hear. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not certain whether he answered the question 
Mr. Mercaure. I said December 23, 1902. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Mercatr. Yellow Springs. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession ? 

Mr. Mercatr. Iam botha stained olass artist anda professor at the 
lle re, A ntio h College 

Mr. Tavenner. What department of the college is it in which you 
teach ¢ 

Mr. Mercautr. Art and esthetics. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. How lot o | ive vou been a teacher at that college ? 

Mr. Mercanr. Since 1945. 


Mr. Tava 


ie 





COl 


NNER Will you tell the committee, plea e, what your 
formal educational training has been ? 


Mr. Mercarr. I went to Wittenberg College in Springfield part of 
the time, and the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your major employment since the 
completion of your educational training ? 

Mr. Mercatr. Up until 1934 I was a stained glass artist primarily. 
In 1934 I went to the Art Institute in Dayton, and head the Decora- 
tive Arts Department there. More? 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, we want a fairly aceur: ate background. 

Mr. Mercatr. was at the institute up until, I was in Europe 14 
months, the better part Of 2 2 vears in 1938 and 1939, on a special pro- 
ject, traveling ee ae nd photogr: ip ind all the old windows in color. 

I returned, was at the institute for a while, and then at the start of 
or after the war started, I was at Wright Field in the capacity of an 
artist. When I left Wright Field I went to Antioch College. ; 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Will you state whether or not, to your knowledge, 
there has been at any time an organized group of the Communist Party 

Yellow Springs? 

Mr. Mercatr. It is a difficult question to answer. Technically, I 
suppose you would say “ves,” 

Mr. TAvENNeR. Will you explain you answer, please? 

Mr Mt rCALF fo reé all \ expedite vour whole questioning if you 
would let me give you a picture of something, and then it would be 

Mr. Tavenner. You may give a full and accurate picture. 

Mr. Mercatr. It will be full and accurate, I assure you. 





COMMUNIST A@TIVITIES IN THE DAYTON, OHIO, AREA 6979 


Mr. Scuerer. I think he should be given full opportunity to explain 
his answers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of course. In any event you would be given an 
opportunity to explain any answer. ; 

Mr. Mercarr. I think you will understand after I make the state- 
ment, you will understand why it is difficult to answer certain ques- 
tions that you ask. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think in this case you should ask the questions in 
the normal way and give him an opportunity to fully explain the 
answer. We have not allowed other witnesses to make statements. and 
I think we should abide by the procedures. Iam sorry 

Mr. Tavenner. You have stated that technically ‘speakit @ vou con- 
sidered there was a Communist Party ? , 

Mr. Mercatr. That iscorrect. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were youa member of it ? 

Mr. Mercatr. I was. I still would like to explain that, though. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Surely. 

Mr. Scnerer. You may now. 

Mr. Mercatr. In the latter part of 1945, or the early part of 1946, I 
became involved with a small group. As I understood, it would be 
a Marxist discussion group and not an organized part of the Com- 
munist Party. Some time later, and this information didn’t come 
through to me personally, but there was an effort to make or to sug- 
gest that this group affiliate with the student group. I did not approve 
of this at all. I never do approve of indoctrination of any kind. I 
would have nothing to do with it. 

I said that I would then immediately withdraw from any activity in 
such a thing, and there was one Marxist meeting held at which the 
whole business was disbanded, largely because, I think, all of the peo- 
ple felt that we were not involved with what we had started with at 
all. These people I never heard make any subversive remarks, and as 
far as I know personally those people got out of that organization at 
the same time that I did. 

Mr. Crarpy. You said something about some student group. What 
was that ? 

Mr. Mercatr. That I honestly cannot tell you. I am not refusing 
to tell you. I don’t know whether that was a group that was in exist- 
ence or about to be in existence. I knew nothing about who they were. 
I had no connection with that student organization. 

Mr. Crarpy. What did they intend to call themselves, or what did 
they call themselves? 

Mr. Mercatr. I don’t know. I honestly don’t. 

Mr. Crarpy. On the many campuses, there have been the Young 
Communist League groups. 

Mr. Mercarr. I would answer it, if I knew, but I don’t really know 
what it was to be called. 

Mr. Scurrer. Did you pay dues to this group ? 

Mr. Mercatr. I guess [ did. If I did, it was a very small amount, 
and only once. I don’t know actually. Nine years is a long time. I 
can’t really remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did any outside organizer come in and confer with 
the members ? 

Mr. Scuerer. As far as he knows. 
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Mr. Mercaur. As far as I know, no. I wouldn’t want to be com- 
mitted to that because I might be inadvertently saying something. 
But I don’t think so. I can’t say there was or wasn't. 

Mr. Scuerer. Doctor, that group was in existence at the time you 
joined ? 

Mr. Mercatr. It was. 

Mr. Scuerer. It was in existence ? 

Mr. Mercatr. It was. 

Mr. Scuerer. And how long it continued after you left it you don’t 
know ¢ ; r 

Mr. Mercatr. I am not positive, but I am almost convinced that 
that was the very end of it, but again, I can’t prove that. 

Mr. Crarpvy. What year was that again ? 

Mr. Mercatr. It was somewhere in the period of 1945 and 1946. 
You see, it was at the end of 1945 and the beginning of 1946. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you know or did you learn as to the identity of 
the people Ww ho originated that group ! 

Mr. Mercarr. Frankly, no, I didn’t. You see, I was very new there 
atthetime. I didn’t know much about it. I still don’t. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were these all faculty members, students ? 

Mr. Mercatr. They were a varied group of people. 

Mr. Crarpy. Townspeople and others. Can you tell us who they 
were ¢ 

Mr. Mercatr. I am afraid at this point I will have to ask you to 
put a letter, read it into the record. I don’t know whether you want 
me to read it or whether you refer to it. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is that your reason ? 

Mr. Mercatr. That is my reason. 

Mr. Scnerer. Would you like to read it ? 

Mr. Mercatr. I would like to. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. 

Mr. Mercaur (reading) : 

SEPTEMBER 15, 1954. 

CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES OF THE HOUSE OF 


REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Room, Municipal Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


City Commisstor 

DEAR Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have accepted service of the subpena sjgned by you, 
calling for my appearance to testify at a hearing to be held by your committee 
on Wednesday, September 15. I assume that my testimony is required in aid 
of the inquiry which your committee has been conducting with reference to 
the beliefs, associations, and activities of individuals connected with educa- 
tional institutions. 

If this is the purpose of the questions which your committee proposes to put 
to me, I am obliged to state, most respectfully, that there is grave question 
whether your committee is authorized by Congress, or entitled under 
the Constitution, to conduct such an inquiry. This question has been under- 
lined by the recent decision of the Supreme Court of the United States in United 
States v. Rumley (345 U. S. 41). That decision has made it clear, if indeed 
there ever was doubt, that the investigative process, like the legislative power 
to which it is an adjunct, is bound by the limits of the Constitution, including the 
first amendment. In the light of this decision, therefore, and for other reasons, 
the authority of your committee to inquire into the beliefs, associations, and 
activities of individuals connected with educational institutions is certainly not 
unlimited. 

The basis and scope, if any, of your committee’s authority to investigate edu- 
cational institutions, and individuals connected therewith, presents a funda- 
mental and far-reaching legal question. I have no desire to restrict my testimony 
before your committee for the purpose of precipitating a judicial test. Believing 
as I do, however, that the inquiry is beyond the powers of your committee, and, 
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in any event, restricted by the Bill of Rights, I shall be constrained to decline 
to reply to unauthorized questions, in case answering might cause other 
individuals unnecessary harm or embarrassment, or would otherwise cause me 
to lose self-respect. 
Very truly yours, 
Ropert M. METCALF. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, Doctor, with due deference to what you have 
read, I am going to ask you some questions and you can decline to 
answer on the basis of what you have stated in the memorandum. 

Were there members of the faculty in this group that you have just 
described to us other than yourself ? 

Mr. Mercatr. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you tell us the names of those ? 

Mr. Mercaur. I am afraid that I will have to refer to my statement 
on that. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, now, I am going to have to direct you to answer. 

Mr. Mercatr. I then will have to refuse to answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were there other townspeople involved in this 
group? 

Mr. Mercatr. There were. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know who those individuals were ? 

Mr. Mercatr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you tell us the names of those individuals ? 

Mr. Mercatr. I will refuse to answer on the same grounds as before. 

Mr. Scuerer. Iam going to have to direct you to answer. 

Mr. Mercatr. I refuse. 

Mr. Scurerer. Were there any students connected with the group ? 

Mr. Mercatr. I will have to refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Scnerer. I have not asked the names of the students. Were 
there any students connected with it ? 

Mr. Mercatr. On the same basis I will refuse since it would be a 
leading question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I will have to direct you to answer whether there were 
any students. 

Mr. Mercatr. I refuse. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know the names of the students that were in 
the group? 

Mr. Mercatr. I will have to refuse to answer the question. It still 
applies to the original question. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know who the officers were of the group? 

Mr. Mercatr. There were no officers. 

Mr. Scurrer. Mr. Clardy reminds me, do you know the names of 
the other faculty members ? 

Mr. Mercatr. I think I will have to refuse to answer that, too. 

Mr. Scurrer. [ will have to ask you to answer whether you knew 
the names or not. This question doesn’t ask you to tell us the names. 
[ have asked you that question. 

Mr. Mercatr. O. K. Yes, lL know. 

Mr. Scuerer. Doctor, I can appreciate your feelings, but every day 
in hundreds of courtrooms and in hearings such as this, individuals 
are called to give testimony, subpenaed to give testimony. I imagine 
most of those witnesses dislike to give the testimony that they are 
asked to give under oath. But you can see that our whole judicial pro- 
cedure and the procedures of the investigating committees of Congress 
would fail if individuals would say that they do not want to give in- 
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formation for whatever reason it might be. When you are subpenaed, 
either in a hearing such as this or in a courtroom, the responsibility 
then passes from you to the peop le represe nted by the court, in this 
case the people represented by this congressional committee. 

I re spectfully advise you th: it there is no basis for your re fusing to 
inswer with reference to information that you have concerning the 
activities about which we ask you, or the identity of individuals con- 
ected with such activities, and that it amounts to contempt. You 
understand that? 

Mr. Mercar. I understand it thoroughly. 

Mr. ms HERER. I believe that it was suggested to you that you consult 
counsel about your positl ion before coming here tod: ay. 

Mr. Mercat¥. I consulted counsel. 

Mr. Scurrer. You still want to maintain that position 4 

Mr. Mercatr. I still have the only possible moral position I can 
maintain. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many persons were in this group or unit that 
you have described ? 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I ask the que stion be withdrawn ? 
I have a question I would like to put to the witness. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is that all right with counsel ? 

Mr. TAVEN NER. Yes, sir 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, I am constrained to say at the outset that 
your calm demeanor and your refusal to engage in the histrionics some 
of them do when they take the stand is refreshing, and appreciate it. 
I think I understand probably more than you may think I do what is 
running through your mind, even though I may differ from every 
standpoint. But, [am wondering whether the information which we 
consider would be most helpful to your Government, I wonder if you 
would be willing to give that to us in an executive session. 

Mr. Mercarr. No, this is purely moral basis. Let me put it this 
way: If I felt for a minute or had any information that would indi- 
cate that these people involved were a danger to the country, sub- 
versive in any way, you wouldn't have to ask me. I would volunteer 
that information. 

Mr. Crarpy. May [ inte eens you, sir ? 

Mr. Mercatr. Yes, s 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are + eaunieie a man of integrity, a man of 
honor and honesty, a man of some importance in your community and 
in your profession. But, may I point out to you, sir, that when you 
arrogate to yourself the problem of deciding that chick is confined to 
your Government and nf your Congress, namely, to decide whether or 
not the movements or the persons or the ideas about which you have 
knowledge are or are not dangerous to your country, you are getting 
far out of your field. It is not within your province to make that 
decision. And if what you say and if the reason you advance should 
be accepted universally, then law enforcement in this Nation would 
completely collapse. It would be anarchy because it would amount to 
each individual saying and announcing I shatl abide by those laws I 
wish to abide by; I shall interpret them as I see fit; I shall live under 
them as I think proper, and no man, not even the constituted authori- 
ties of the Nation may challenge me. 
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Now, you are a man of considerable education, sir. You have had 
the advantage, as we have, of going to college, but your field was en- 
tirely different from our own. I submit that you should reexamine 
your conscience and your mind and give us the information that we 
seek. 

I say that because, distasteful as this is, many times we are com- 
pelled to do that which we dislike when a witness as you in this instance 
have indicated, actually knows the identity of persons and informa- 
tion about movements, but refuse, after admitting that, to go beyond 
it and give us the identities. You place us in a position where we are 
forced and compelled to take steps that we dislike very much to take, 
and especially in your case because of your behavior and because of 
your attitude generally, and because of the kind of person that I think 
you are. 

Now, I beg you to reconsider and it could be done in executive ses- 
sion. It would be just as helpful to us there as in an open session. 

Mr. Merca.r. I am afraid I will have to explain my own moral 
point of view slightly to you. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Before you do so, may I point out that courts of the 
United States have utterly, absolutely, and completely rejected any 
claim of a moral compulsion as justification for refusal to answer 
questions of the kind that have been propounded to you. 

Mr. Mercar. In that case, then, I will refuse to give any testimony 
even in executive session. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you say in executive session also? 

Mr. Mercarr. I will refuse to do that. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you have any more questions? 

Mr. Tavenner. The question I asked a moment ago was, How many 
persons constituted this group in its entirety? 

Mr. Mercatr. About 10. I am not positive. Ten, I think it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. You may be in error by a few one way or the other ? 

Mr. Mercaur. Yes, but it is not important, the difference. 

Mr. Tavenner. As nearly as you can estimate it, it was 10 ¢ 

Mr. Mercarr. That is correct. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is all. You are excused. 

(Witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. John Ober, will you come forward, please ‘ 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN OBER 


Mr. Scuerer. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give at this hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Over. Yes, I do. I ask that the rule be invoked. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We will take care of that. 

Mr. Scuerer. No more pictures now. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Oper. John Ober. 

Mr. TavennerR. When and where were you born, Mr. Ober? 

Mr. Oner. I was born on January 8, 1918, in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Oper. I reside in Chagrin Falls, Ohio. 
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Mr, ‘Tavenner. What is your profession ¢ 

Mr. Oser. I am an attorney at law. 

Mr. TavenneER. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly, what 
formal education has been ¢ 

Mr. Osrr. My education has gone through college, graduating with 
a bachelor of science and mechanical engineering, and then after that, 
law school with a law degree. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you take your academic work, your 
engineering work ? 

Mr. Oser. That was at Antioch College. 

Mr. Tavenner. And where did you take your law work ? 

Mr. Ozer. That was at the University of Cincinnati. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a member of the Armed Forces during 
the period of the war? 

Mr. Oper. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you enter the Armed Forces and when 
were you discharged ? 

Mr. Ozer. I entered approximately, sometime in March 1941, and 
was discharged in the spring of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. What rank did you attain ? 

Mr. Over. I was a major. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has received evidence here, and you 
have indicated a willingness and desire to tell the committee the facts 


regarding it, as to former Communist Party membership on your part. | 
Were you a member of the Communist Party at any time ? 
Mr. ‘On eR. I was, sir. 


Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 

Mr. Over. I certainly am not. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you withdraw from the Communist 
Party / 

Mr. Oper. I will have to answer the question this way. I made no 
active demonstration of a method of withdrawal. I just ceased to 
attend any meetings of any kind or to give any credence whatsoever to 
that particular doctrine. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did that take place? I mean the time when 
you—when would it be correct to say that you dropped out of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Over. I would say the latter part of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1946. And you have not been affiliated in any way 
with the Communist Party since that time? 

Mr. Over. I have not, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, the committee would like to know whether 
your withdrawal from the Communist Party has meant an absolute 
severance of all connections and associations with the party as such? 

Mr. Oper. It has. 

Mr. Tavenner. What group of the Communist Party was it of 
which you became a member ? 

Mr. Ozer. The only way I can classify it is by saying it was the 
Communist Party that was in existence here in Dayton. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you become a member of the Communist 
Party in Dayton ? 

Mr. Oser. That would be some time in the spring of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you engage in any particular activity of the 
Communist Party while you were a member ? 
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Mr. Oper. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, now, if I understand this correctly, you be- 
came a member in 1946? 

Mr. Over. That is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you dropped out in what year 

Mr. Oner. I would still say that would be 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1946. 

Do you know whether or not, cr did you learn that Communist 
Party dues had been paid for you for a period of time after you had 
actually dropped out of the party ? 

Mr. Oper. Yes, I do know that fact, by having it told to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. That will appear later on in the testimony, I think, 
here before the committee. 

Mr. Ozer. It is something I cannot testify. 

Mr. Tavenner. There is no mystery about that. We will explain it. 

Now, did you have any association with communism in any form 
prior to your ne a party member here in Dayton in 1946? 

Mr. Onrr. Yes, sir, I did. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What was that? 

Mr. Oper. That was an association with the Young Communist 
League that was in existence at Antioch College when I was there. 
Mr. Tavenner. When were you a student at Antioch College ? 

Mr. Over. I left Antioch in 1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many years while you were at Antioch were 
you affiliated with such an organization ? 

Mr. Oper. All of that would have occurred during my last vear at 
Antioch as a student. 

Mr. Tavenner. During your senior year? 

Mr. Ozer. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether an organization, the Young 
Communist League, was in existence there as an organized group 
prior to your senior year ? 

Mr. Oper. I have no information on that other than to say that of 
course it was in existence at the time I became affiliated with it. 

Mr. Tavenner. What part of the school year was it that you be- 
came a member ? 

Mr. Oper. My best judgment of that would be sometime in the fall 
of 1940. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the fall ? 

Mr. Oper. Late fall, the winter almost, probably. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you had any occasion to learn or to acquire 
any facts regarding the continued existence of that organization after 
your graduation in "1941? 

Mr. Oser. No, sir, I know nothing about that organization what- 
soever as it existed in Yellow Springs after I left. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. May I ask you this: What bearing did your mem- 
bership in that Young Communist League while a senior at college 
have in your later becoming a member of the Communist Party in 
Dayton? 

Mr. Ozer. I can only assume that is where my name was obtained 
originally, from the year of 1940 or 1941, and that is where I was 
contacted later on in 1946. I don’t know that, but that is my 
assumption. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Who was it that contacted you to become a member 
in Dayton ¢ 

Mr. Oper. 1946? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Oper. I will have to answer the question this way: I was con- 
tacted twice with reference to that subject. Now, it could be that I 
have gotten the individuals reversed. One could have been first and 
I am saying that it was second, or the other way around. To the best 
of my knowledge, I was contacted originally in 1946 by a man by the 
name of McMurphy or McMurray. Iam not certain. 

Mr. TavennerR. One man was named McMurray and the other 
McMurphy ? 

Mr. Oper. No, this is the man in 1946. 

Mr. TaveENNER. You are uncertain as to the exact name? 

Mr. Ozer. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the other person ? 

Mr. Over. The name of the other person was Louis Secundy. 
Mr.Ciarpy. You had better spell that. 

Mr. Over. Lamsorry. Your guess is as good as mine. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was the paid functionary of the Communist 
arty in this area at that time, was he not ? 

Mr. Oper. That was his information to me. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the spelling of the first name, as we 
have it is L-o-u-i-s, and S-e-c-u-n-d-y. 

Mr. Criarpy. Does that sound all right? Does that sound all right 
to you? 

Mr. Oper. Iam willing to accept it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us go back to your experience in the Young 
Communist League group in Yellow Springs. What was the strength 
of the membership of that group ? 

Mr. Oper. My best recollection would probably be somewhere be- 
tween 7 or 8, or around that number 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how you became 
interested in that, in joining that organization, or how you were 
induced to become a member of it, if you recall ? 

Mr. Oper. I wasn’t induced in any way, actually. The story of 
how I originally became interested was strictly nonpolitical. I was 
interested in a girl that happened to be a member of it, period. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is a better reason than a great many have had 
for joining. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is the first time we have heard that reason. 

Mr. Cuarpy. It isthe only good one we have heard. 

Mr. Oner. I thought it was a good one, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee what you can about the 
activities of that group, where they met, and how they met, and what 
functions they performed ? 

Mr. Ozer. The activities of the Young Communist League at Anti- 
och College when I knew it were simply one thing. That was the con- 
duct or conduction of a so-called Marxist study group, which was a 
group gathered for the purpose, or stated purpose, and avowed, 
actually, of going through the doctrine of Marxian economics, They 
used books and reference material in that connection. The meetings 
occurred at what was known then as the main girls’ dormitory. “] 
have no knowledge of what it is now. It was held in the girls’ parlors, 
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which parlors were used frequently as public meeting places for all 
types of meetings, and also used for social purposes, 

The conduct of those classes was entirely open. They were adver 
tised as open meetings, posted as such on the bulletin boards, and I 
never knew them to be conducted in any other way. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did that study group go into the Communist Manifesto 
and the other things that followed along since then ? 

Mr. Over. All I can say to you, Mr. Congressman, is there were vat 
ious Communist writers. I assume, although I have no specific mem 
cry, that the manifesto was. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Das Kapital? 

Mr. Over. Kapital was certainly included 

Mr. TAavenner. Was this group supervised by any functionary of 
the Communist Party from the outside ? 

Mr. OBER. It was, sir. It was completely, to my ky ow ledge, com 
pletely organized, run and operated by one particular individual who 
had no connection whatsoever with Antioch College that I know of. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Who was that individual ? 

Mr. Oser. A man by the name of Herbert Reed. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was an organizer of the Communist Party, I 
believe. 

Mr. Oper. That isthe way he identified himself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he attend many of the meetings that were held ? 

Mr. Over. As far as I can remember, he attended all of them. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Did he on occasions bring in lectures on subjects 
of communism for your meetings ? 

Mr. Oner. There were 1 or 2 instances of such a thing; yes. 

Mr. TavenNnerR. Can you recall at this time who those spe akers were 

Mr. Oper. No, sir; I cannot tell you who those persons might 

Mr. Ciarpy. Pretty dull stuff, wasn’t it ? 

Mr. Oper. Well, if I had a better memory of the individual speakers, 
I might be able to answer you better on that. 

Mr. Crarpvy. I gather you had your mind on something else most of 
the time anyway ? 

Mr. Oser. That is a good assumption. 

Mr. Crarpy. I trust that you are not getting into trouble at home 
by what you say here ? 

Mr. Oper. I will have to leave that to the lady, 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you pay dues? 

Mr. Oper. I have no specific memory of paying any dues to the 
Young Communist League. The only memory I have on money what- 
soever is I know that collections were taken presumably for the pur- 
pose of paying Mr. Reed’s expenses for the trip coming and going from 
the college. 

Mr. Scuerer. Coming from where ? 

Mr. Oser. I am not certain of that. It was a town around this 
neighborhood, that is all I can tell you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was your group organized in the sense that it had 
a president or chairm: in, and a secretar vy and atreasurer ? 

Mr. Osrr. I would say this, it had a nominal chairman. As far as 
I know, his functions were practically nonexistent. Mr. Reed was the 
real functionary and leader of the group. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe there is not a graduate de ‘partment of the 
college, is there ? 
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Mr. Ozer. During the time I was there, Antioch had no graduate 
school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any member of the faculty who engaged 
as a counselor of this group / 

Mr. Oper. No, sir; I never saw a faculty member at any meeting 
whatsoever of that type that I attended, nor did I have any knowledge 
whatsoever of the faculty or the administration of Antioch ( ‘ollege 
being in any way connected with that group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was this group of 10 confined purely to students 
in the college ? 

Mr. Oper. Students, plus Mr. Reed. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not going to ask you to give at this time in 
public session the names of all the students who were members of that 
group without our having had an opportunity to conduct further in- 
vestigation, see what has become of them, where they are, and whether 
they, like yourself, drifted off into the Communist Party after leaving 
school. 

Mr. Oper. [ would like to say this right now, Mr. Chairman, as far 
as Mr. Tavenner’s remark is concerned, I appreciate that remark very 
much, because I must say I have no knowledge whatsoever of what has 
happened to any of these people in the succeeding years. They may be 
as far from the subject as Iam. 

Mr. Scuerer. They will be taken in executive session. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. I do think that we are justified in asking the 
witness to give us the names of the leaders of this group. I think that 
is a different thing from the rank-and-file membership. However, 
whatever the committee says about it. 

Mr. Screrer. I think until we conduct—— 

Mr. Crarpy. Have you listed all of the hard core professionals, so 
to speak, so far ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Just the one leader, only a group of 10. 

Mr. Over. Less than that, I would say. 

Mr. Scuerer. I direct that they be given in executive session until 
we have had time to check on each one. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what Com- 
munist Party activities you observed while a member of the party 
during the year 1946 in the city of Dayton? 

Mr. Ozer. I have no great observation of any Communist Party 
activities during that period other than the fact that I remember 
specifically a meeting that I attended, and at least by the statement 
of the person who originally asked me to come, he was conducting 
similar classes to those that had been conducted at Antioch, namely, 
about economic and political classes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many meetings did you attend, do you think? 

Mr. Ozer. I hesitate to give any statement on that. The only - 
cific memory I have of a particular meeting is this one where it 
accompanied by somewhat of a turmoil, and simply for that reason 
it is more or less marked in my memory. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was this group of the party to which you were 
assigned, did it have a name or designation ? 

Mr. Oper. I have to answer that somewhat indefinitely, because I 
believe, in my memory, it was called the City Branch. I am not too 
certain about that. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, our testimony has been that some time dur- 
ing the year 1946 the Communist Party of Dayton was divided into 
five sections. Prior to that it had all been 1 group, and those 5 se 
tions consisted of the city group, the amalgamated group, the Frig 
daire group, and others. 

Now, had it been broken down into groups at the time you were a 
member ? 

Mr. Oser. I can only say “Yes.” I have no knowledge of othe 
organizations other than the fact I was, by somebody’s order, assigned 
toone branch. I assume there were others to go w - . 

Mr. Tavenner. | have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you have any questions / 

Mr. Criarpy. No questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. Thank you very much for your cooperation. 

( Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. TAvENNER. Bebe Ober. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you raise your hand, please ? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give at this 
hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
SO help you God? 

Mrs. Oser. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Please be seated. 

You may proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please? 
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Mrs. Over. Bebe Ober. 

Mr. TavenNER. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mrs. Oper. I am not too sure what he is doing over there. 

Mr. Oper. I am not appearing as counsel. 

Mrs. Oxner. No, I don’t think so 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a native of Dayton? 

Mrs. Oper. I have lived here for some years. 

Mr. Tavenner. During what period of time did you live here? 

Mrs. Oper. From about 1941—in 1941 to the very early part, I think, 
of 1949. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has been? 

Mrs. Over. I have had only a year and one-half of college, fresh- 
man year and half my sophomore year at Antioch. 

Mr. Tavenner. After the completion of your college work did you 
take a position? 

Mrs. Oper. Yes, I did. I had wanted to be a social worker when I 
was in college. I had not been able to stay to attain the degrees nec- 
essary to do that, and so when I left I came to Dayton to the union. 

Mr. Tavenner. By what union were you employed? 

Mrs. Oper. I was employed by Local 801 of the UF, as an office girl. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a what? 

Mrs. Oper. As an office girl. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did that employment continue in that 
capacity ¢ 

Mrs. Opner. About, I would judge, and I can’t be completely aeceu- 
rate on this, I would say a few months, maybe 6 months, something 
like that. I can’t be real sure. It is a long time ago. 
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Mr. Tavenner. As a result of your industry and your work were 
you elevated in the union? 

Mrs. Ozer. Well—— 

Mr. Tavenner. To higher positions? 

Mrs. Oxser. I later came back to the UE in another capacity, but I 
worked in a shop here in Dayton also for a number of months. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you speak just a little louder ? 

You worked in a shop ? 

Mrs. Oxser. Yes. I left the 801 office to work in a plant. Then 
later—— 

Mr. TavENNER. What was the period that you worked in a plant? 

Mrs. Oxser. I can only guess at that as being a few months also. I 
would say maybe 6 months in the 801 office, and perhaps 6 months in 
the plant, although I could well be off a little bit on that. That is my 
memory of it—about that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you left the shops and came back to the staff, 
what position did you have? 

Mrs. Oper. I was called a field organizer. Now, as closely as I can 
place that, that would be some time, I think, in 1942. Field organizer 
to me meant doing a lot of what I call membership activity work. The 
war was then, there was a war then, and so—I don’t know if you want 
all of this. The work which I doing was not what one would call 
straight organizing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. We do want to understand the character of 
work that you were doing. Just what was the general type of work 
you did as an organizer during that period? I am not certain I un- 
derstand. 

Mrs. Over. Well, at that time there was a considerably different cli- 
mate than there is now in terms of thinking and everything else. The 
war was in full force, and the United Electrical Workers, the UE, for 
whom I was working, was I think quite proud of its war record, and 
I was told there were a number of Army and Navy E awards for main- 
taining a no-strike program, and soon. Asa part of that program in 
the union, one of the things that I recall having worked with here - 
Dayton was something called a Keep Them Smiling Club, which wa 
essentially a social group. There were a lot of women in the ites 
then. It gave the women some way of both having recreation and 
doing something for the servicemen as well, so there were servicemen’s 
dances given, also parties of just girls which sent packages, and so on, 
to some of the union members who had gone to the service, and that 
sort of thing. That wasa part of this. 

[I also did some help—I don’t know how helpful—but it seems to me 
some time during that period there was an effort to organize the Na- 
tional Cash Register plant. I remember being out in that office some. 
I don’t place it as to date. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you engaged in that type of organ- 
izational work ¢ 

Mrs. Oper. You mean working for the UE? 

Mr. TavenneEr. Yes. 

Mrs. Oper. As a staff member ? 

Mr. TAvenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Oser. Until the end of 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1945. Was your wor k during that period confined 
to the city of Dayton from 1942 to 1945 
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Mrs. Oper. No, it wasn’t. In fact, I think more out than in Dayton. 
Mr. ‘Tavenner. Over what area, territory, were you working ¢ 
Mrs. Over. Well, in 1944—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Just briefly. 

Mrs. Oser. I worked in the upstate part of Ohio, Warren, Canton, 
and Mansfield, during 1944, PCA, political action campaign. I 
worked briefly in Indiana, briefly in Chicago, and I think in Minne 
apolis. Yes,in fact I know I did. 

Mr. TavennerR. Now, after that work as a field organizer was com- 
pleted in 1945, what type of work did you engage in ¢ 

Mrs. Oner. I didn’t do any work for the year 1946. I st: ayed home 
where I should have stood longer and had some children, and at the 
end of 19—let’s see—approximately at the end of 1946 I again went 
to work on a part-time basis, part of the time a few evenings a week, 
and all of the time restricted hours, That is, not a full day’s work. 
I worked in the evenings when it was possible to do so, possible to be 
away from home, for the Amalgamated Local of UE. 

Mr. Tavenner. What number is that ? 

Mrs. Oper. Local 768. 

Mr. Tavenner. Local 768 of the UE. That was in the latter part 
of 1946. And how long did you remain—— 

Mrs. Oper. In the beginning of 1947. I don’t think I worked 
1946 at all, not that I recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how longa period of time? 

Mrs. Over. Off and on up until the early part of 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think it was during that period that the Univis 
Lens strike occurred. 

Mrs. Ozer. Yes, it did. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is betwen 1947 and 1949. I believe it was in 
1948. 

Mrs. Oper. I guess so. I don’t remember exactly, but I guess so. 

Mr. TavenNER. You were employed by local 768 at that time ? 

Mrs. Ozer. Yes, on a part-time basis. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has received testimony that you 
were a member of the Communist Party in Dayton from a rather early 
period during—I should correct that—that you became a member of 
the Communist Party in Dayton. I am not certain as to the time. 
Is that correct ? 

Mrs. Oper. Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you become a Communist Party member ? 

Mrs. Oper. As closely as I can pin it, I would say it would be in 
1942, 

Mr. Tavenner. In 1942? 

Mrs. Oper. I can’t—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that about the beginning of your employment 
withthe UE? 

Mrs. Oxer. I guess it is. I don’t recall that they coincided. I did 
go to work for the UE also in 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether you became a Communist 
Party member before employment or after employment ? 

Mrs. Ozer. I would guess before, but I don’t recall actually the two 
in relation to each other. I would think before. 

Mr. Tavenner. You would think before ? 

Mrs. Oper. Yes. 
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Mr. Tavenner. In your judgment your membership in the Com- 
munist Party had nothing to do with your employment by _ UE? 

Mrs. Over. No, not that I would know about at all. No, I couldn’t 
say that. Other than my interest, I think that the interest in working 
in the plant was what gained me my employment with the UE. I 
don’t know whether it was connected in any way. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of the Com- 
munist Party 4 

Mrs. Oper. Well, I had no contact at all during the periods when 
[ was away from Dayton, during the times when I worked in these 
other locations which I have mentioned to you. I had absolutely 
no contact, knew nothing about any affiliation or anything during those 
periods. So that as closely as I can pin it, I would say that off and on 
during the period when I was in Dayton, that would be a short period 
in 1942 when I was here, then I was away the better part of 2 or 214 
years. 

Then the next recollection of any kind that I have is at the end of 
the war, which would be around 1945, I guess, wouldn’t it / 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Oper. Being back here in Dayton on any kind of a consistent 
time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 

Mrs. Oper. No, I am not. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you withdraw from the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Oper. I believe it was 1948, to the best of my recollection. 
That is the time. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee will want to know fully the circum- 
stances under which you terminated your Communist Party relation- 
ship. But I will not go into that at this time. We will do that a 
little later in your testimony. 

Now, will you tell the committee, please, the circumstances under 
which you became a member of the Communist Party here in Dayton? 
What was it that led you into the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Oper. Well, it was Herbert Reed who asked me to join. 

Mr. Tavenner. Herbert Reed asked you. Well, had Herbert Reed— 
Herbert was a functionary of the Communist Party, wasn’t he / 

Mrs. Oper. So I believe, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had Herbert Reed gotten to the position where he 
had any influence over your judgment in matters of this kind prior to 
his asking you to become a member of the Communist Party in 
Dayton ? 

Mrs. Oper. I don’t know that I understand that. Really, I think I 
would have to be held responsible for my own actions. I don’t know 
that I can blame that on anybody. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, but what had been the opportunity prior to 
your joining the party here in Dayton to become acquainted with 
Herbert Reed ? 

Mrs. Oner. Well, I will be glad to tell you how he would have known 
me and that he would be able to be received. There is a little bit of an 
innuendo in that that I don’t believe I agree with as being the case. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then I would like for you to explain it. 

Mrs. Oner. All right. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE DAYTON, OHIO, AREA 6993 


I did meet Herbert Reed at Antioch in these Marxist study group 
classes. I don’t think it is correct to say that because I met him there 
that my meeting of him there made possible the latter mistake other 
than I just met himasa person, if you see what [ mean 

Mr. Tavenner. I am very much interested in that. I would like to 
know to what extent the first mistake at Antioch might have been 
responsib ‘le for the second mistake in Dayton. 

Mrs. Oner. That would be a very hard thing for me to pin, too. I 
would like to say this: It is actually in defense of the college because 
I feel quite strongly that the college is not responsible for the fact that 
Herbert Reed ” peared on that campus or that certain of us we nt to 
listen to him. I don’t think the college is responsible for that. The 
college maintained what I think was a very fair policy, and that was 
that students could meet any place at any time they chose on the cam- 
pus of that college so long as and if the Vw ished to : adve ‘rtise, so long a Ss 
they had open meetings. That was the right of a student to investigate 
to pry into and to pursue any kind of thinking or investigation that he 
wanted to, and there were many, many different types of groups on that 
campus, everything from camera clubs and all kinds of interest groups 
to those which did have a certain social interest and political interest. 
But it was only one of many. 

Mr. Scuerrr. May I interrupt? Did these other groups have 
organizers come in and organize the students / 

Mrs. Oper. Now, let me see if I can think of outside speakers. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am not talking about outside speakers. All groups 
have outside speakers. Did other « campus organizations have some- 
body from the outside come in and organize the groups on the campus / 
I agree with what vou say about the university. I have no dispute 
about that at all. Reed was not connected, as you point out, Reed 
was not connected in any way with the university / 

Mrs. Oper. That is right. 

Mr. Scurrer. He was a Communist Party functionary. He didn’ 
even live in Yellow Springs, did he? 

Mrs. Ozer. Not tomy knowledge he didn’t. 

Mr. Scherer. He was a paid organizer for the Communist Party, 
was he not / 

Mrs. Oper. I believe so. 

Mr. Scuerer. He came to the campus for the purpose of organiz- 
ing a group of students on the campus, is that right / 

Mrs. Oper. Yes, I think that would be right. 

Mr. Scuerer. I was wondering whether you had a similar situa- 
tion with one or more of the many other campus organizations. 

Mrs. Oper. I am trying to think. I don’t think of another one that 
I could say was identical, but I do know—I don’t recall there was. | 
don’t know that I could be real sure about it. I don’t know. 

Mr. Scuerer. You don’t recall. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Let us inquire a little more fully about that 
group of the Young Communist League at the college. How many 
years did you belong to it? 

Mrs. Oper. Well, I don’t think it was years. The best of my recol- 
lection is that those study group classes were in the winter and spring, 
I believe. It is pretty hard. I don’t know I can be that definite about 
the dates. My freshman year, which would have been the year of 
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1939 and 1940, yes, I think—I don’t recall the exact number of weeks 
that it ran. It wasn’t all of the time. It was a certain number of 
weeks and 

Mr. Tavenner. How many composed the group while you were 
there ! 

Mrs. Over. Of the war 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes 

Mrs. Oper. I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you drawing a distinction between the study 
croup and the Young Communist League, or is it all the same thing ?/ 

Mrs. Orer. I would say the study group had no kind of member- 
ship. That is, it was a group to which anyone could go and did go and 
listen, talk and argue, if nat wanted to. It didn’t have any connota- 
tion of membership, I don’t believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. But it was organized and oper: oe by the Young 
Communist League there, is that what you mean to say / 

Mrs. Over. Well, it was organized and operated tf Herb Reed, and 
I don’t know of the existence of a Young Communist League as such 
until a crisis appeared on the campus. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean that something prior to the time that 
you were in this study group, there was no organization known as 
Young Communist League ? 

Mrs. Oper. Not that I knew of. Anything I know anything about 
was in the latter part of the vear. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell us fully about the matter that you have in mind. 

Mrs. Oner. The matter that I have in mind is the fact that some- 
one in the name of Young Communist League circulated some kind 
of a peti ition, and I do not recall the exact contents of the petition on 
campus, and there was a great furor about it. The college administra- 
tion was quite concerned, disturbed, and disapproved of this petition 
which had been circulated, and it was the cause of this crisis on campus. 

At that time, approximately about that time, maybe a little in ad- 
vance of it, the college administration asked to have the Young Com- 
munist Le: ague represented at a meeting where they would proceed to 
try to straighten up this matter which they were criticizing. It was at 
that time that to the best of my recollection there was any attempt at 
organization other than the study group. Naturally, He rb Reed could 
not, didn’t circulate the petition, although he may have introduced it, 
and could not appear before the faculty. 

So it was an effort to have representation made, and I am one of 
the pe ople who went to that meeting with the faculty and represe onted 
what was supposed to be the Young Communist League on campus to 
answer the questions about this petition. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what was the nature of this petition ? 

Mrs. Oper. I don’t recall the actual petition from that time. I don’t 

‘all exactly what it was. I am certain there had been two petitions 
mentioned as of this time. One had to do with civil rights, and the 
other had to do with the Communist Party on the ballot, and I don’t 
recall any more what was what. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean to say that the administration of the 
school took exception to the circulation of whatever petition it was? 

Mrs. Over. They did. 

Mr. Tavenner. With the result that the Communist Party leaders 
were called before it, the administrative group of the college ? 


yroup ¢ 


f 
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Mrs. Oper. Well, they weren’t up until that time, as much as I 
recall, there weren't any leaders on ¢ ampus. Up until that time the 
study groups had been run in the name of YCL which to my knowl- 
ecdlor >was not ine xiste nee, 7 he re fore whe h some bor Ly had to appear, 
when the college wanted to see what was the YCL that was doing 
this, then the appearance Was made, and I was one of the pe ple who 
ippeared. 

Mr. Tavenner. What took place at that meeting? 

we, Oner. I don’t remember very much about it other than the 
general tenor of the thing was disapproval on the part of the college 
the circulation of whatever had been circulated and publicized. 
The school was taking exception to this and—would you call it chas- 
tisement—I think so, criticizing quite severely this activity. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the organization continue to exist during your 
attendance at the college after that? 

Mrs. Oper. I don’t recall after that of being in attendance. I don’t 
recall the rest of that year there being a group in existence. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that your last year at the college? 

Mrs. Oner. No, I was back the next fall then. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you afliliate with the Young Communist League 
the next year? 

Mrs. Oper. I must have, but I don’t recall. The dates between 
I don’t know that there was one there. I don’t believe there was. I 
don’t think there was anything next year but study groups again. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not certain whether I have asked you to tell 
us the number who were in the Young Communist League group there 
or not. If I] name, answer it over again, please. 

Mrs. Oper. I don’t recall. There were 2 or 3 others that went at 
the same time I did to this meeting with the faculty, or representatives 
of the faculty. I think there may be 1 or 2 others, but not more than 
that. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I am not going to ask you to give the names in 

1 pub lic session of the other young peop le at ‘college who were mem- 
habe of that group until we have had an opportunity to make further 
investigation, 

Mrs. Oner. I am glad to hear that is the case, because I would like 
feel that many of those young people have come a long way away from 
any interest or association since then, and I think it is 

Mr. Tavenner. It is a very disturbing thing that very shortly after 
your completion of that work the very people who were sponsoring it, 
the very person who was sponsoring the work in the college sought 
your membership in the Communist Party in Dayton and succeeded. 

Mrs. Oser. I would call it coincidence. I again say that nobody 
other than myself is responsible for my mistakes. I wouldn’t feel 
that the college or even Mr. Reed were responsible for my errors 

Mr. Tavenner. You are personally responsible for your decision, 
but you may not be responsible for the chain of events which was 
almost certain to bring about that decision. That is one reason we 
ire investigating these things. 

Mrs. Oner. Well, I don’t know. Some people grow up sooner and 
other people grow up later. I again feel that the fact it took me a 
long time to come around and grow up is not something that the college 
is responsib le for or any other particular individual. 

Mr. Scuerer. There is no attempt whatsoever to blame the college 
in any degree for what happened to you. 
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Mrs. Over. Good. 

Mr. Scuerer. I don’t think that is indicated here. I think I pointed 
out by my questions just a few minutes ago there was an outside 
organizer that came in. 

Mrs. Oper. Well, that istrue. That istrue. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am giving the credit to the ingenuity of the Com- 
munist Party in trying to organize college students. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is a different thing with the faculty. 

Mrs. Oper. All right. 

Mr. Crarpy. It is akin to the incident that took place immediately 
prior to our coming to town. 

sy the way, I would like to get in the record—we forgot to put it 
in—the letter in the file from—and the envelope—may I see it? This 
becomes apropos to what you have just said there because it is right 
down the same line. We are not in any way attacking the college or 
blaming the college or anything of the sort any more than we are 
blaming the ministers in town who were sucked in, so to speak. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to have marked as an exhibit the letter 
of September 2, 1954, and the attached sheet which went along with 
it which was in this case addressed to one of the ministers and which 
to our knowledge was sent to the ministers generally throughout this 
area, the letter being signed by Sterling O. Neal, district president of 
district council No. 7 here in Dayton, of the UE. 

I want that marked and made a part of the record because that is 
the letter which transmitted to the ministers in town the suggestion 
which in turn led to the statement that was printed, which was the 
subject of some testimony the other day. I want the envelope marked 
also. 

Mr. Screrer. It will be so received in evidence and made a part 
of the record. 

United Electrical, Radio & 
Machine Workers of America (UE) 
District Council No 

365 W. First St., Dayton 2, 0} 

Rey. Clayton T. Rammler 
212 Cushing Ave. 
Dayton, Ohio 


Unirep ELectricaLt, RApio & MACHINE WoRKERS OF AMERICA (UE) 
DISTRICT COUNCIL NO. 7 
3865 West First Street, HEmlock 55038, Davton 2, Ohio 


SEPTEMBER 2, 1954. 

Drak FRIEND: Enclosed you will find a statement adopted by the leadership 
of UE district No. 7 in reference to the announced investigation by the Un- 
American Committee in Dayton, Ohio, beginning September 13. 

It is our feeling that this so-called investigation is an attempt on the part of big 
business and corrupt politicians to destroy the labor movement and silence the 
voice of the democratic forces in America. 

Some expression on your part might serve to guarantee that democracy pre- 
vails instead of reaction Let us realine our forces and give one solid blow to 
the enemies of the people 

Fraternally yours, 
STERLING O. Neat, District President. 
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STATEMENT OF LEADERSHIP oF District No. 7, UNrrep ELecrricaL, Rapio & 
MACHINE WORKERS OF AMERICA 


In face of increased unemployment, short workweeks, inadequate housing, 
and the threat of an economic crisis, the Cadillac Cabinet finds itself in more 
and more difficulty as a result of its backward foreign policy. More and more 
sections of the American people are condemning the employer controlled poli- 
ticians and turning their faces toward the 1954 congressional elections, to guar 
antee representatives for labor, the farmers, and the Negro people, small busi- 
ness, and others. 

The planned investigation by the House Un-American Committee in the vi- 
cinity of Dayton on September 13, runs counter to the aspirations of the people 
for jobs, peace, and a rising standard of living in a democratic framework, and 
is designated to distract from their numerous grievances and drive into sub- 
mission all those who challenge the disgraceful record of the 88d Congress under 
the Eisenhower administration. 

After giving billions of dollars of the peoples’ money to the huge monopolies 
and trusts in the form of natural resources and tax kickbacks, and refusing to 
enact one piece of legislation in the interest of the working people and the com- 
munity as a whole, such as repeal of Taft-Hartley, $1.25 minimum wage law, 
increased tax exemptions for individual income, and adequate housing program, 
public-works program, etc., these lawmakers fearing the wrath of the people in 
November, seek to distract their attention by conducting hysterical witch hunts 
among the labor movement and the progressive forces in America. 

The recent enactment of the Butler-Brownell-Humphrey legislation, designed 
to give power to big business to control labor unions, behind phony jockeying 
around outlawing the Communist Party is proof of their sinister designs. 

The labor movement and the people of Dayton and of Ohio generally must see 
these attacks for what they are, a drive toward manopoly control, the destruc 
tion of labor, and the people’s movement. They are an attempt to give more 
strength to the employers in their drive for more and more profit through wage 
cuts and speedup in order that the threatening depression may be dumped onto 
the back of the working people. 

In view of the fact that it was not long after this committee conducted hear 
ings in the Detroit-Flint area, that the Kaiser-Willys and Studebaker workers 
were forced to take wage cuts up to 45 cents per hour. It is highly possible that 
General Motors and other monopolies in and around Dayton have similar plans 
for their workers. 

Therefore, this leadership meeting of UE district No. 7, composed of its officers, 
executive board, staff, and local presidents, call upon the entire labor move 
ment, the Negro people, farm organizations, professionals, small-business men, 
clergymen, and all other sections of the community, to put an end to these witch- 
hunt hearings in the interest of democracy and the welfare of the people. 

We further call for all-out mobilization for political action in the coming con- 
gressional elections to defeat Congressmen Schenck, Scherer, and all their 
kind who serve the interest of GM and other employers as opposed to the interest 
of the people. 


Mr. Ciarpy. We don’t figure that it is either fair or that it would 
be correct to say in the case of the college that they are responsible for 
your actions, Mr. Reed, or the others, or that these ministers that 
have been put upon, so to speak. It is important for everybody to 
note the devious and cunning methods that the Communist Party 
uses to use people of good name and good repute, as they did in the 
case of the ministers, to do their bidding and do their work, uncon- 
ciously many times, as happened in the instance that I was just refer- 
ring to. About all you can say about the college is that, well, maybe 
they should have been a little more alert. 

They finally got around to it, from what you said, and put the 
clamps on, so to speak. But even then you can’t say too much about 
that. 

Mrs. Oper. No, I think that it would be wrong for the college to 
say, well, people can’t meet and discuss. It is right that it be open. 
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Mr. Crarpy. No, any college should say that no subversive group, 
no group advocating the overthrow of the Government by force and 
violence, shall have the privilege of assembling and meeting and pros- 
elytizing on the campus. The Communist Party, some of the left- 
wingers like Americans for Democratic Action, several of the others, 
advocate that the students shall have the r ight to be Communists, have 
the right to organize Communist groups, have the right to get others 

t 


into have the right to be teachers and professors and teach our 
youth, and to speak on t] aioe of communism any way they please, 
despi te the fact that it is a subversive movement. That is the only 


point that we can criticize any institution on, if they do it today. 

Of course, we have had no testimony and we are not producing testi- 
mony here dealing with your college o r the college that you attended, 
as of today. We are talking about the dead past, thank goodness. 

Mr. | LAVENNER. Mr. Chairman, this witness has fully cooperated 
with the staff by giving information within her knowledge. I don’t 
believe she has any information beyond what she has brought out here 
except as to the names of those young people at the school who were 
members of that group with her. So I will not question her further 
on that subject. 

Mr. Scurrer. You say she has already given the names to the staff? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. It won’t be necessary to take it in executive session. 

Mr. Tavenner. It will not be necessary to go any further with it. 

I know that to the committee time is quite of the essence, and I 
will hurry along as rapidly as I can and not go into some matters I 
could have very well gone into with this witness. 

Mr. Crarpy. You understand that prior commitments make it nec- 
essary for me to leave very shortly. 

Mr. TAvenneER. I know that. 

I believe, because of the circumstances, I will ask her to tell the com- 
mittee the circumstances which led up to her decision to leave the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. About how long will that take ! 

Mr. Tavenner. About 10 minutes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Go ahead, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. There is one matter I think I should clear up. I 
made the statement in the course of the testimony of Mr. Ober that 
I would show later on how his dues were paid at a time when he 
thought he dropped out of the Communist Party definitely. 

Mrs. Over. I think I am responsible for that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee in what way. 

Mrs. Oser. Well, I was approached to renew my membership or 
bring it up to date, or whatever it might be, and, well, I didn’t know 
I was going against his wishes. I was straightening up the whole 
situation, so I did both, which I am very sorry that I did, but I did. 

Mr. TavenNneErR. You told the committee that it was in 1949 that you 
terminated your relationship with the Communist Party? g 

Mrs. Oser. I think it is 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you said 1948. What led up to that action 
on your part 4 : 

Mrs. Oper. Well, may I say something as I answer this that will 
kind of—it may not be exactly—in fact, I doubt whether it is the same 
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opinion that the committee will hold, but it is my opinion, and 
answering it I would try to clarify it. 

Mr. 'TavenneR. Whatever took part in your decision to leave the 
Communist Party we would like to know. 

Mrs. Oser. All right. I think I can best clarify it by saying this: 
I think there were other people, too, like myself, and therefore it might 
clarify some of the thoughts that have gone on in their minds, and that 
is that I was one of the people who for a certain period when I was 
really tremendously interested in the union, felt that the Communist 
Party would help build the union. There are other people, I am sure, 
who have had that feeling as well. My point of departure came when 
I found that there is another kind of member of the Communist Party, 
and that is the kind that is interested in advancing the Communist 
Party, not the union. And when it came to show itself as being not 
as constructively interested in the welfare and the advancement of the 
union as I had believed it to be, and there became an effort to have 
issues brought into the union which I personally did not feel helped 
the union or maintained its unity, in other words, it would provoke 
disunity, I came to a difference of opinion with Louis Secundy, who 
happens to be the person I remember approaching me; at the time, I 
think it was close to this 1948 period, and the result was that I got into 
quite a violent fight and my leaving of the party at, I believe, the end 
of 1948. 

I only recall the specifics of it because I had difficulty getting into 
the meeting where I wanted to go and announce my dis: igreement. I 
was told I was a year delinquent in dues and couldn’t be admitted, and 
I don’t recall just how I did achieve admittance. I got admittance, said 
my piece, and left, and I haven’t been back since. 

Mr. Crarpy. A fellow by the name of John L. Lewis thought the 
Communist Party could he ‘Ip organize and unionize. He soon discov- 
ered that it was a boa constrictor that would swallow him if he didn’t 
do something about it, and he did. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that it occurred to you that the Com- 
munist Party was bringing issues into your union that didn’t belong 
there. That is the way I understood it. 

Mrs. Oser. The result of those issues, the result of it was disunity 
in the membership because there were issues upon which the member 
ship were not necessarily unified or didn’t necessarily need to be unified. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall any specific type of issues they did 
bring in in which the union itself was not particularly inte rested ? 

Mrs. Oper. I don’t recall the specific point that I am talking about, 
the specific issue, but my memory of it is that it didn’t have to do with 
wages, hours, working conditions, or immediate legislation of the union 
and so on, and my recollection is that it was something about the Mar- 
shall plan, some kind of an opinion on foreign policy in which the 
union membership would not be united. 

Mr. Tavenner. But in which the Communist Party considered 
had a great stake ? 

Mrs. Osrr. Evidently. 

Mr, TAvenner. Mr. Chairman, I am not cert 1in whether you were 
at that part of the Michigan hearings in which that very same problem 
was involved. The committee was successful in being able to docu- 
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ment that very point that this witness is making. There was discov- 
ered, as you recall, a document known as Johnson exhibit No. 1. 

Mr. Scuerer. That was at Detroit. 

Mr. Tavenner. At Detroit, which was a blueprint for Communist 
Party action beginning in 1948. It was a result of 9 months of study 
by the State organization of the Communist Party for Michigan. The 
very point was raised in that document that the Communist Party 
should not concern itself so much with the issues of the union as it 
should consider the political questions. 

Now, that is a statement that is very hard to conceive of, but here 
is the document. I would like to take time to read it into the record 
at this point, but due to the lateness of the hour I don’t know whether 
to do it or not. 

Mr. Crarpy. If you have a sentence or two, then we will have the 
reporter put it in in its entirety, if that is agreeable to the chairman. 
We were both there at the time that it was put in. We are familiar 
with it. 

Mr. TAvENNER (reading) : 


Many comrades would be encouraged to volunteer to change their jobs to seek 
employment in large auto plants. Hundreds of additional comrades would be 
reenrolled in an evergrowing brigade to go out early in the morning, in the after- 
noon and late evenings, to sell the Michigan worker, party literature, or dis- 
tribute leaflets at shops and in communities where auto workers work and live. 
To organize and influence the wives and children of auto workers through activi- 
ties in the committee. In short, the activities of every club, section, department, 
commission, progressive mass organization would be directed toward helping in 
every way to achieve our objectives of auto concentration. No club or group of 
our party can grow and develop if its plans, perspective, and activity are not 
constantly related to reaching, influencing, and recruiting auto workers. 

The key link to accomplishing our objectives in auto concentration, is a forth- 
right recognition of the need to struggle against and overcome strong tendencies 
of economism which have weakened our activity. This is a deep-rooted problem 
of long duration which has plagued us for many years. The recent period has 
not been distinguished by a vigilant struggle against it. 


Mr. Scuerer. In other words, the Communist Party was complain- 
ing about their membership within the union paying too much atten- 
tion to the problems of the union and the welfare of the union 
members, 

Mr. TavenNeEr. Yes. 

Continuing, the directive stated this: 


It reveals itself most sharply in the neglect and underestimation of the party 
organization, unstable status of shop clubs of our party, and the alarmingly low 
rate of recruitment of auto workers into the party. Further evidence is our fail- 
ure to fully utilize the major instruments of the party for mass education, and 
our acceptance of low standards of performance as our accepted norm. Our work 
is characterized by a continuous hesitation to undertake energetic action to move 
the workers into struggle on any questions outside of the immediate “practical” 
trade-union issues, particularly the struggle for Negro rights, defense of the 12, 
activity in opposition to the North Atlantic pacts and so forth. The sporadic 

tivity to help build the Progressive Party, the poor attendance of auto workers 
at the Marxist Michigan School of Social Science, all flow from economist ten- 
dencies which pervades our organization. One has but to analyze the subjects of 
discussion at the club meetings in the past months to realize that political educa- 
tion, which would lead to action on the major political questions of the day, are 
not always the predominant feature of our meetings. All this requires an in- 
tense ideological campaign against economism through systematic study and dis- 
cussion of Lenin’s What Is To Be Done. 


Mr. Scuerer. I think that we can substitute the entire directive at 
this point in the record. 
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RESOLUTION ON CONCENTRATION FOR DISCUSSION AT ALL CLUBS, SECTIONS, 
COMMISSIONS, AND DEPARTMENTS 


Our Party in Michigan has a. great responsibility to move the auto workers into 
struggle against their exploiters—the auto barons and their stooges in govern 
ment The auto monopolists are a key section of American imperialism, which 
seeks political and economic domination of the world, and the crushing of the 
People’s Democracies and the Soviet Union through a predatory wat 

lo carry through these objectives in the face of a rapidly developing economic 
crisis (deepened by the Marshall plan and the reactionary foreign policy) the 
bourgeoisie of our country, more and more travels along the road of instituting 
one fascist measure after another. 

An aroused, conscious working class and trade-union movement, can rally the 
rest of the population to defeat the drive to hunger, war, and fascism. The 
bourgeoisie concentrates its efforts on weakening the labor movement. It strikes 
out in the first place against the Communist Party seeking to behead and paralyze 
labor's will to struggle. 

Never before has there been such a direct, ideological offensive on the part of 
the bourgeoisie to convince the American worker that his interests and the 
interests of the billionaire finance capitalists are identical. They are attempting 
to sell their imperialist program as a “just, noble, and necessary mission” of 
America which will benefit the workers. This propaganda barrage exalts the 
“Free Enterprise” system, as the finest, though not perfect, development of man- 
kind In contrast, Socialism is presented by them as a horrible prison camp, 
which at its best, is never equal to American capitalism with all its weaknesses. 

The main instrument in their ideological campaign to divide the labor move 
ment and corrupt sections of the white working class, is their attempt to intoxicate 
the American workers with attitudes of “Anglo-Saxon” chauvinist nationalism. 
White chauvinism has merged with and become the spearhead of the preparation 
and organization of fascist violence against labor and the people. They are 
moving every propaganda medium, spending millions to try to convince the 
American workers that the Communists are “foreign agents” who are trying to 
provoke “chaos and disorder,” to destroy democratic rights, ete. 

To facilitate this ideological offensive from the outside, Social Democrats, Trot 
skyites, labor reformists carry on simultaneously a supporting ideological offen 
sive within the labor movement. Lenin, long ago, pointed out the role of the 
Social Democrats as agents of the bourgeoisie within the ranks of the labor 
movement. They are the bribed section of the labor movement who sacrifice the 
interests of the immense majority for a minority of the labor movement. They 
receive the praise, buildup, and support of the bourgeoisie in order to enhance 
their role. 

The American bourgeoisie knows that tremendous rank and file movements 
can break through and move even a Social Democratic leadership. Therefore, 
they carry through simultaneously more direct attacks. These take the following 
forms: 

1—Promoting divisions within the labor movement, particularly along 
racial lines (Negro vs. white) through a carefully executed policy of throw- 
ing Negroes out of industry, and refusing to upgrade Negroes and refusing to 
hire Negroes. 
2—Attempting to separate the militant leadership from the trade union 
movement through the Taft-Hartley law, deportations, penalties within the 
shop, of militant committeemen, etc. 
8—Direct attacks, such as fines, injunctions, protection of scabs. 
{—Softening up through reduction in size, of committeemen, umpire sys- 
tem, no strike clauses in contract, company security clauses, ete 
Yet the bourgeoisie, assisted by the Social Democrats, have not been able to stam 
pede millions of workers into hysterical mass support for their program of 
hunger, war and fascism. [very experience has indicated that where workers 
are given the proper leadership, the will to struggle breaks through and tremen- 
dous rank and file movements develop, despite the efforts of the Social Democratic 
leadership. 

The concentration work of the Party must result in real and substantial con- 

tributions by the Party to the fight for: 
1—The people’s livelihood, including the defense of the union. 
2—People’s liberty, above all the case of the 12 and the fight for Negro 
rights, plus mass reactions to each attack on the liberties of the people. 
3—People’s peace, above all a mass campaign against military appropria 
tion to supplement the North Atlantic military alliance, for friendship with 
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the Soviet Union, and for the opening of trade channels with the People’s 
Democracies, China, and the Soviet Union. 

4—People’s democratic advancement, especially in terms of cementing the 
alliance of the labor movement with the Negro People’s Liberation Struggle. 

Our objectives, stated broadly then, in our concentration work can be general- 
ized as follows: 

1—To stimulate the broadest united front actions of employed and un- 
employed auto workers, especially in the plant and local union levels, to 
break through the deadlocked bargaining on the 1949 economic and contract 
demands and to make the trusts pay for the unfolding economic crisis. 
2—To strengthen the leading role of the working class in the democratic 
people’s coalition by moving the auto workers into decisive and leading action 
on the political problems facing the American people, the struggle against 
hunger, war and fascism. 

3—To heighten the unity of Negro and white workers through resolute 
campaigns for Negro rights, accompanied by mass education and struggle 
against white chauvinism. 

{—To lead widespread rank and file movements in the plants and depart- 
ments on the economic issues facing the workers. 
5—To help build, broaden and unify a coalition of progressive forces in 
each department and shop and local, welded into a stable regional and 
national organization which will function on an all year-round basis. 

6—To expose the demagogy of, and isolate the Social Democrats and 
reformist labor leaders. To defeat the Trotskyites in their despicable role 
as provocateurs and splitters of the progressive coalition. 
7—To deepen the understanding of the workers in the struggle against 

imperialism, for socialism. 
8—To decisively strengthen and build the Communist Party and raise its 
ideological level as the vanguard of the working class. 

Our State Committee has just reviewed 9 months of concentration work by 
our Party, since the last State Convention. In that time our Party has increased 
its attention to the problems of the auto workers. The face of our Party has 
been presented to the auto workers to a greater degree than in the past 10 years. 
We have seen the development of economic struggles, dramatized in the Ford 
strike against speedup, despite the stifling attempts of Reuther. A beginning 
has been made in the development of the united front from below. 

This period of time has seen the consolidation of some Party shop clubs, an 
improvement in the sale of Party literature, a greater utilization of the Michigan 
Worker as the major instrument for the concentration work. Among our com- 
rades in auto, there is higher morale, and greater confidence in the determination 
of the State leadership of the Party to decisively influence the auto workers. 

This resolution, based on the discussion of the State Committee, and the 
experiences in the past 9 months, will attempt to present some of the major 
problems necessary to be overcome in charting the next steps. 


FOR A DRASTIC IMPROVEMENT IN THE WORK AMONG GENERAL MOTORS WORKERS 


This is a precondition for further advancement in auto. GM employs 350,000 
auto workers of the 1 million within the UAW Saginaw Valley, comprising 
Flint, Pontiac, and Saginaw, is the heart of the GM Empire, with 150,000 auto 
workers. The city of Flint has some 56,000 GM workers. Flint is the key to 
moving the GM Division of the UAW, the division which Reuther heads and 
therefore the key to striking a powerful blow against Social Democracy. What- 
ever develops in Flint has great influence on the entire UAW. 

The UAW convention exposed the weakness of our Party’s industrial concen- 
tration method of work in auto. The anti-Reuther forces did not have a majority 
base in any one of the auto’s big three. Where Party work was on a relatively 
higher level as in Ford, the anti-Reuther strength was greatest. In GM, our 
main national concentration sector, the progressives were weakest of all. Flint 
and Pontiac, with strong anti-Reuther forces in the past, were Reuther strongholds 
in this convention despite the mass dissatisfaction of the GM workers with wage 
cuts, increased speedup, phony umpires and frozen contracts. It’s therefore clear 
that we need a drastic improvement in our work in auto, in the first place in our 
work in GM, without in any way curtailing our work in Ford which remains our 





main concentration point in Michigan’s Wayne County. 
iip must face this problem and map out comprehensive proposals 


for continuous assistance and attention to this: The Number 1 Concentration on 
a State Scale. 


Our leaders! 
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FOR AN IDEOLOGICAL CAMPAIGN ON THE ROLE OF THE WORKING CLASS AS THE 
PREREQUISITE FOR WINNING THE ENTIRE PARTY AND PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT 
FOR CONCENTRATION WORK 


Experience in the last 9 months has revealed that the mobilization of the entire 
Party in Wayne County to carry through the concentration objectives around the 
Wayne County concentration on Ford, is totally inadequate. We have failed to 
earry through a consistent widespread ideological campaign within our Party, 
as the basic prerequisite for concrete organizational steps to bring about a situa- 
tion in which concentrated activity among auto workers, and particularly Ford, 
will be the basic method of work of the entire Party. Such an ideological cam- 
paign is necessary to take our concentration work out of the realm of another 
“task.” Gus Hall, in his article in April’s Political Affairs, expresses our tasks in 
this regard appropriately. 

“As a result of our experience, it is now clear that industrial concentration 
cannot be viewed as a task; it is not an assignment that you give to one section 
of the Party. Industrial concentration is a basic Leninist method of work for the 
whole Party. Industrial concentration means giving life to some basic Leninist 
concepts of a Marxist Party. It gives life to the Leninist concept of the Com- 
munist Party as the vanguard of the working class. It gives meaning to the 
whole idea that ours is a working-class party. It gives life to the concept that 
we must take hold of the main link, the link that will move everything else at 
the given moment. 

“Industrial concentration gives content to the Leninist concept of the hegemony 
of the proletariat in all phases and stages of the struggle. If we agree with Lenin 
that ‘only a class like the proletariat could rally around itself all the forces dis- 
contented with capitalism’ then we must show that agreement by applying the 
method of industrial concentration in leading and winning the proletariat * * * 

“One cannot speak seriously about replacing capitalism by socialism unless 
the decisive role the working class must perform in this transformation is fully 
grasped. 

“No movement, organization, or coalition dedicated to human progress can 
succeed today unless the working class is an integral part, in fact, the most 
decisive part, of such a movement. 

“The working class will not play this decisive role automatically. It must be 
organized, it must be made conscious of being a class in struggle with the capi- 
talist class, it must be infused with political consciousness, it must be taught 
how to unravel the hidden forms of slavery and exploitation, it must be guided 
along the road to victory over its class foe. Marxism-Leninism is the key to 
accomplishing all these tasks. We must use this key by concentrated attention to 
this all-important and decisive section of the population. 

“Industrial concentration is the basic method and approach toward everything 
we do. Issues and tactics will change, but the role of the working class in 
general and of the workers in basic industry in particular is a constant, per- 
manent element in all industrial concentration plans or objectives. Industrial 
concentration is the method of the work of the Party of a ‘new type’. * * * 

“Finally, industrial concentration is not a seasonal occupation. It is not a 
method of work that we will use only for a period of time. It is a permanent 
method of work.” 

It is necessary to restate once again why Ford is the major concentration of 
Wayne County. Local 600 is the largest industrial unit in the world. The entire 
labor movement watches Local 600 as a barometer indicating trends in the 
course and policies of American labor. Local 600 has been and still remains the 
biggest bulwark against the domination of the labor movement by the Social 
Democratic leadership and policies of the UAW. 

Local 600 has the largest concentration of Negro workers in America, the 
Foundry alone employing some 6,000 Negro workers. The plant is located in the 
16th Congressional District, the largest working class district in the United States, 
populated by many national groups. This district alone has three heavily popu- 
lated Negro communities: Inkster, Ecorse, and River Rouge. The Rouge, with 
its 60,000 industrial workers, the heavy concentrated population of foreign-born, 
and the strong progressive Negro communities, all combine to make Ford the 
greatest potential force for Peace, Democracy, and Socialism in Wayne County. 

Such an understanding flowing from the ideological campaign would help to 
reorient every aspect of Party work and Party organization toward the central 
objectives of reaching, influencing and winning the workers in auto. It would 
ensure that auto would become the knowledge, concern and everyday activity 
of all leaders and organizations of our Party on all levels. It would assist all 
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clubs of the Party to undertake specific responsibility with regard to the main 
concentration of Wayne County, Ford, and to the miscellaneous Auto Section. 
Clubs would strive to recruit shop workers, with the aim of changing the com- 
position of many community and nationality clubs to embrace a majority of 
auto workers and their families. 

Many comrades would be encouraged to volunteer to change their jobs to 
seek employment in large auto plants. Hundreds of additional comrades would 
be reenrolled in an ever growing brigade to go out early in the morning, in the 
afternoon and late evenings, to sell the Michigan Worker, Party literature or 
distribute leaflets at shops and in communities where auto workers work and live. 
To organize and influence the wives and children of auto workers through activi- 
ties in the communities. In short, the activities of every club, section, depart- 
ment, commission, progressive mass organization would be directed toward 
helping in every way to achieve our objectives of Auto Concentration. No club 
or group of our Party can grow and develop if its plans, perspective and activity 
are not constantly related to reaching, influencing and recruiting auto workers. 


FOR A STRUGGLE AGAINST STRONG TENDENCIES O¥ ECONOMISM WHICH ENDANGERS 
OUR WORK IN THE TRADE-UNION MOVEMENT 


The key link to accomplishing our objectives in auto concentration, is a forth- 
right recognition of the need to struggle against and overcome strong tendencies 
of Economism which have weakened our activity. This is a deep rooted problem 
of long duration which has plagued us for many years. The recent period has not 
heen distinguished by a vigilant struggle against it. Too much of our Party 
work and activity is confined to narrow trade-union issues. 

It reveals itself most sharply in the neglect and underestimation of the Party 
organization, unstable status of the shop clubs of our Party, and the alarmingly 
low rate of recruitment of auto workers into the Party. Further evidence is 
our failure to fully utilize the major instruments of the Party for mass education, 
and our acceptance of low standards of performance as our accepted norm. Our 
work is characterized by a continuous hesitation to undertake energetic action to 
move the workers into struggle on any questions outside of the immediate “prac- 
tical” trade union issues, particularly the struggle for Negro rights, Defense of 
the 12, activity in opposition to the North Atlantic Pact, ete. The sporadic 
activity to help build the Progressive Party, the poor attendance of auto workers 
at the Marxist Michigan School of Social Science, all flow from Economist tend- 
encies which pervades our organization. One has but to analyze the subjects 
of discussion at the club meetings in the past months to realize that political 
education, which would lead to action on the major political questions of the 
day, are not always the predominant feature of our meetings. All this requires 
an intense ideological campaign against Economism through systematic study 
and discussion of Lenin’s “What is to be Done?” 

Unless the State Board and State Committee helps raise the political content 
and activity of our comrades in the shops, then the ability to lead workers effec- 
tively in resistance to the coming economic crisis will be most difficult. The root 
source of basic economic problems auto workers face (speedup, short workweek, 
unemployment, impending wage cuts, attacks against Negro auto workers, dis- 
crimination, ete.) is directly the result of the imperialist war program of the Wall 
Street monopolists and their efforts to create a fascist United States. The auto 
harons and their lackeys in the labor movement are trying to put over a pun, not 
butter, economy. This understanding is the touchstone of everything. 

The role assigned to the ACTU, Trotskyites and especially the Social Demo- 
crats, is precisely to mislead and dull the fighting resistance of the workers. The 
betrayal by Reuther of the recent Ford strike against speedup was the logical 
consequence of his unqualified support for the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall 
Plan and now the North Atlantic Military Alliance, stepping stones toward fas- 
cism and imperialist war. To justify such betrayals he has often unashamedly 
admitted that these “sacrifices” were necessary in order that the war program 
be put over. 

Communist auto workers understand this. Therefore they make a key contri- 
bution to the welfare of their fellow workers when they constantly strive to help 
raise the level of political consciousness and understanding. Only in so doing are 
the guarantees created to sucessfully resist the attempts of the monopolists and 
their lackeys to place the burden of the coming economic crisis on the backs of 
the workers. 

In this period of mounting, crucial struggles, continuing economist trends and 
tendencies serve only to impair the class consciousness and understanding of 
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workers It becomes an impediment to the full mobilization of auto workers in 
the struggle against hunger, war, and fascism 

The struggle against Economist trends has to turn from words and talk to 
deeds and action. The same organizing genius and zeal for detail, the same 
altertness which Communist auto workers have learned in helping to organize 
build and defend their local unions, must now be reflected in ORGANIZING the 
fight for PEACE; ORGANIZING the fight for NEGRO RIGHTS: ORGANIZ 
ING the defense of DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS ; ORGANIZING to bring the CASE 
OF THE TWELVE before their fellow workers and local unions 

In the coming months there will take place the full unfolding of the struggle of 


the auto workers to break through the deadlocked 1949 economic and bargaining 
demands and make the auto barons pay for the unfolding economic crisis lo 
help guarantee this fight and break the deadlock, our Party projects the following 
main campaigns for the next three and one-half months: the fight for Peace, 
Defense of the Twelve, Fight against White Chauvinism and for Negro Rights, 
full participation in the Municipal Elections. To the extent that these questions 
become the concern of the auto workers and they move on them, to that extent 
will be their victory on the economic questions. 


FOR MAKING THE MICHIGAN WORKER THE MAIN MASS IDEOLOGICAL INSTRUMENT 
OF CARRYING THROUGH THE CONCENTRATION OBJECTIVES OF THE PARTY 


In the past 3 months the concept of the Michigan Worker as the mass ideo 
logical instrument for carrying Party policy to the auto morkers has slipped into 
the background of our practical work. 

This approach, when it penneated all of the Party’s work for 18 months, 
resulted in Michigan developing what was characterized by the national leader 
ship of the Party, the best State edition with the greatest proportionate circu 
lation. This position must be regained immediatel) 

The paper must be used particularly by the auto sections and clubs as an organ 
izing instrument in their mass campaigns among the auto workers. For this 
purpose, special editions must be organized on a planned basis 

The content of the paper must reflect the political as well as the economic 
struggles of the workers, and must also serve to deepen the workers’ under 
standing of capitalism as a system of exploitation which they must take the 
lead in removing in order to replace it with socialism 

The Michigan Worker must deepen the workers’ class consciousness and expose 
the class nature of the capitalist state. But it must also show the working 
class how capitalism oppresses not only the workers but all sections of the popu 
lation except the handful of supermagnates. The Michigan Worker must be 
come a tribune of the people, which exposes and explains every form of exploita 
tion and oppression, and mobilizes the people, and the working class in the 
first place, to resistance against the bourgeoisie. Thus will the Michigan Worker 
help to make the working class conscious of its vanguard role in rallying all 
oppressed sections of the people against capitalism. 


FOR AN ALL-OUT FIGHT TO STABILIZE THE PARTY SHOP CLUB AND PARTY ORGANIZATION 


Tackling and overcoming the extremely unstable, unsatisfactory political and 
organizational status of the Party shop clubs is of first rate importance. It is a 
prime responsibility of leadership in our Party, to address itself to the solution 
of this problem—the daily struggle to realize in life the Marxist concept of om 
Party—as the vanguard of the working class, its highest form of organization, 
its organized detachment. 

The application of the spirit of our Resolution, and the execution of our Plan 
of Work will illustrate in life, the role, and function of our Party. It will demon 
strate the necessity of a well organized, disciplined Communist Party, constantly 
being built as a.result of struggle. 

The State Committee calls upon the entire Party to complete the recruiting 
goals of 200 auto workers by the Dearborn and Miscellaneous Auto Sections, and 
an additional 50 by the remainder of the clubs in Wayne County, as well as 20 
n the Saginaw Valley. 


IMPROVE THE FUNCTIONING OF THE STATE ORGANIZATION 


A change in the system of leadership, and the division of labor in the State 
Organization is necessary to move concentration work into the next higher stages. 
At the present moment there appears to be a contradiction between daily leader 
ship to the concentration tasks of our Party, and the everyday campaigns and 
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mobilizations of our Party. The tremendous administrative work, the necessity 
for attention to outstate which comprises one-third of the membership, the 
problems involved in giving leadership to mass organizations, and the fact that 
there are only two people directly in the State Office, prevent full attention 
to winning the sections in Wayne County to the concentration work. These 
problems likewise prevent consistent political assistance to the sections in Wayne 
County, making for “fire brigade’ methods of work and lack of close political 
guidance. 

It is proposed, therefore, that three comrades shall work out of the State 
Office, including the District Organizer. The responsibility of one of the com- 
rades shall be active, daily, leadership to the sections and clubs in Wayne County. 
A Wayne County Committee shall be established under the leadership of a 
County secretary. This shall not be a body which replaced the prime responsi- 
bility of the State Board for Wayne County. Neither shall a duplicate appara- 
tus to the state apparatus be established. 

Our State Committee calls upon all clubs, sections, departments, commissions, 
Communists in mass organizations, to organize the widespread discussion of 
this Resolution as well as the Plan of Work accompanying it. The objective is 
to create within our Party the fullest discussion, and opportunity for creative 
thinking, suggestions, criticism and self-criticism—all leading, of course, to the 
working out of concrete plans for reorientating the work of all levels of our Party 
toward the auto workers, and the accomplishments of our Plans of Work. 


Mr. Tavenner. I believe that is all I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you have any questions / 

Mr. Criarpy. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is all. You are excused, with the thanks of the 
committee. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. The committee will be in recess until 2: 30. 

The committee has received a letter from counsel for Charles H. 
Marcum, the witness who ap mined before the committee yesterday. 
In this communication is incorporated an affidavit purporting to be 
that of Charles H. Marcum with reference to his testimony. The 
counsel for Marcum requests that this affidavit be made a part of the 
record. The request of Mr. Marcum and his counsel is granted, and 
the affidavit is he reby madea part of the record. 

(The document above referred to is as follows :) 


STATE OF OHIO, 
County of Montgomery, 8s: 


Charles H. Marcum, being first duly cautioned and sworn according to law, 
deposes and says that he resides at 2307 Colonial Avenue, Dayton, Ohio, where 
he has maintained his residence with his wife and child since 1940. The said 
real estate was built by this affiant and his wife and paid for with the earnings 
of this affiant. 

Affiant further states that he became married to his wife, Catherine F. Mar- 
cum, January 7, 1933, and that he has lived continuously with his wife since 
the date of their marriage; that one child was born as issue of this marriage, 
namely, a daughter, whose name is now Delores Waller, which daughter be- 
came married in 1952; and this affiant now has one grandson; that said daugh- 
ter is now maintaining her home with her husband and son who reside in 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Affiant further states that he was born in the city of Dayton, Ohio, in August 
1911, and that he attended Whittier Elementary School, Jackson Elementary 
School, Roosevelt High School, Drexel and Crown Point Schools, all in the city 
of Dayton, Ohio. That following his separation from elementary and high 
school he then commenced working at the Inland Manufacturing Co. when he 
was 16 years of age, following which employment he then became employed 
at the Kurz-Kash Co., Dayton, Ohio, at the age of 16 years; and that he was 
employed at the Kurz-Kash Co. for a period of 12 years and 9 months, and his 
work there consisted mainly of general maintenance. 

Affiant further states that he was also employed at the Delco Products for 
about 6 weeks and at the Dayton Steel Foundry for a period of about 5 weeks. 
Affiant further states that he commenced working at the Master Elecrtic Co. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE DAYTON, OHIO, AREA 7()07 


une 1942, and was employed at the Master Electric Co. until June 1952 
during the 10-year period of said employment at the Master Electric Co., 
his work consisted generally of machine repairing and machine rebuilding. 

Following his separation from the Master Electric Co., this affiant became 
employed at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base where he was employed from 
June 1952, until January 1953. His work at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
consisted of general machinist in the Prefabrication Laboratory. 

Following his separation from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, this affiant 
became employed at the International Tool Co., Dayton, Ohio, in January 





1953, where he is now presently employed, and his work there consists generally 
of maintenance foreman. 

Affiant further states that while he was employed in the various types of 
work and at the various places as mentioned in this affidavit, he has occasion 
to become identified and associated with organized labor and as a member and 
official of organized labor, he was active in the progress, working conditions 
and betterment for all employees of the various places where he was employed. 

Affiant further states that as a result of his interest in the improvement of 
working conditions for himself and his coemployees at the various places of 
employment, he had occasion to meet various people in all walks of life. 

Affiant further states that as a result of his association with his fellow workers 
and coemployees, a certain Arthur Paul Strunk had occasion to testify before 
the Un-American Activities Committee, comprised of United States Representa 
tives Kit Clardy, Gordon, Scherer, and Francis Walter, which met in Dayton, 
Ohio, on Monday, September 13, 1954; that this affiant was one of the persons 
who had paid party dues (referring to the Communist Party) to the said Arthur 
Paul Strunk 

The said Arthur Paul Strunk further testified before the said Un-American 
Activities Committee that this affiant was one of those who had attended closed 
party meetings of the Communist Party. 

Affiant further states that the statements so made by the said Arthur Paul 
Strunk before the Un-American Activities Committee, in Dayton on September 
13, 1954, claiming that this affiant was either a dues-paying Communist mem- 
ber or one who attended closed party meetings, were false and untrue state 
ments. That the said Arthur Paul Strunk has no foundation or fact for having 
made said statements before the Un-American Activities Committee. That the 
statements so made by the said Arthur Paul Strunk are false and untrue 

Affiant further states that as a result of the false and untrue statements 
made by the said Arthur Paul Strunk before the said Un-American Activities 
Committee, there was caused to be published in the Dayton Daily News, on 
Monday, September 13, 1954, that the said Arthur Paul Strunk knew that this 
affiant was a dues-paying Communist up to 1952; that said article also appeared 
in the Dayton Daily News of Tuesday, September 14, 1954. There was also 
caused to be published in the Dayton Journal Herald, on Tuesday, September 
14, 1954, a newspaper article quoting the testimony of said Arthur Paul Strunk, 
wherein it was reported in the said Dayton Journal Herald that this affiant 
was one of the persons from whom the said Arthur Paul Strunk had collected 
party dues. 

Affiant further states that any and all of the testimony given by the said 
Arthur Paul Strunk before the Un-American Activities Committee on Monday, 
September 13, 1954, wherein this affiant was identified as one who paid Com 
munist dues or aS one who attended closed party meetings, was false and 
untrue and that the newspaper articles above referred to which covered the 
hearing above referred to identifying this affiant either as a dues-paying Com- 
munist or one who attended closed party meetings are incorrect and without 
foundation. 

Affiant further states that he at no time has ever attended any meeting of 
the Communist Party either open or closed; that he at no time has ever paid 
any dues to anyone on behalf of the Communist Party nor has anyone ever 
solicited any dues from him purporting to be for the benefit of the Communist 
Party. 

Affiant further states that he has at all times been a good, loyal American 
citizen, has participated in many of the institutions of our Government and our 
American society; that he has enjoyed the benefits and privileges of voting in 
our primary elections and general elections; that he has voted for candidates to 
public office who appeared on both the Democratic and Republican ticket; that 
he has taken an interest in numerous public, political, and general activities of 
the Nation, State, city, and community in which he resides, that as a result of 
his activity and interest in the American institutions, American politics, Ameri- 
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can Government and other activities and enterprises of our American way of 
life, he has learned to hate and abhor the Communist Party, its members, and 
everything that it stands for. 

Affiant further states that he has enjoyed the products of a free economy and 
the American way of life, whereby he became married, raised a family in the 
American system of economy and free enterprise, that he owns real estate which 
he built and purchased from his earnings and salary in our form of American 
free enterprise and free government, all of which have taught him to love, 
appreciate, and understand the American Government, American public officials, 
American Constitution, and American way of life. 

Affiant further states that as a result of the false and untrue testimony given 
by the said Arthur Paul Strunk on Monday, September 13, 1954, before the 
Un-American Activities Committee, he has been caused a great deal >f embarrass- 
ment, humiliation and as a result of which his character and reputation have 
been damaged. 

Affiant further states that the resulting newspaper articles referred to herein 
which published the accounts of the testimony of the said Arthur Paul Strunk 
were incorrect, although correctly and truthfully reported in accordance with 
the testimony as recorded, and affiant feels and believes that the contents of the 
affidavit should be published, whereby this affidavit is given the opportunity of 
having published his true and correct position in this matter as accused of 
having been either a dues-paying Communist or one who attended closed party 
meetings. 

Affiant further states that the Honorable Kit Clardy, Gordon Scherer, and 
Francis Walter, comprising the committee which was in session in Dayton on 
the House Un-American Activities, should cause to be published and spread upon 
its records, this affidavit setting forth the true facts and statements of this 
affiant in answering the false and untrue statement of the said Arthur Paul 
Strunk. 

(Signed) CHartes H. Marcum. 

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence by the said Charles H. 
Marcum, this 14th day of September 1954. 

(Signed) J. H. PArricorr. 
Notary Public in and for the State of Ohio. 


My commission expires January 23, 1955. 
STATEMENT OF CATHERINE F. MARCUM 


I, Catherine F. Marcum, having read the above affidavit, consisting of four 
pages, signed by my husband, Charles F. Marcum, do hereby state and certify 
that the above statements are within my personal knowledge and are true and 
correct. 

(Signed) CATHERINE F. MArcum. 


Mr. Scuerer. The committee will be in recess until 2: 30. 
(Whereupon at 1:15 p. m., the hearing was recessed until 2:30 
p. m., same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


(At the hour of 2:30 p. m. of the same day, the proceedings resumed, 
Hon. Gordon H. Scherer (chairman) being present. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. The committee will be in session. Mr. Counsel, will 
you call your first witness ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Anthony Russell. 

Mr. Screrer. Mr. Russell, will you kindly raise your right hand? 
Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you will give at this hearing 
shall be the truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God 

Mr. Russeuu. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you be seated. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, sir? 
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TESTIMONY OF NORTON ANTHONY RUSSELL 


Mr. Russeit. Norton Russell. 

Mr. Tavenner. Norton Russell ? 

Mr. Russetu. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is Anthony a part of your name also? 

Mr. Russetx. Norton Anthony Russell ; that is correct. 

Mr. TavenneR. It is a rule of the committee, Mr. Russell, that every 
witness is entitled to have counsel with him if he desires, or to con- 
sult counsel at any time during the course of his testimony. I merely 
wanted to advise you of that right. 

Mr. Russexz. I am aware of that. 

Mr. Chairman, may I request that pictures not be taken during the 
testimony ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes, the rule of the committee is, as I have stated 
before, that the photographers do not take any pictures during the 
giving of the testimony. 

Mr. Russext. Thank you. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you say anything else? 

Mr. Russetz. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Russell? 

Mr. Russett. In New Haven, Conn. 

Mr. Scuerer. Could we move the microphone up to the very end 
of the desk ? 

Mr. Russe. Is that better? 

I was born in New Haven, Conn., on November 12, 1918. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Russexxi. In Yellow Springs. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation or profession ? 

Mr. Russe.u. I am an engineer. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has consisted of ? 

Mr. Russe. I received a bachelor of science degree from Antioch 
College. 

Mr. TavenneER. In what year? 

Mr. Russewu. In 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how you have 
been employed since 1942? , 

Mr. Russetu. I am not sure of the beginning date of this, but after 
I left school I worked for a few months for the Braun & Broce kmeyer 
Co., Dayton, Ohio. I worked for approximately 6 years at U nited 
Aircraft Products in Dayton, and am now employed at Vernay Lab- 
oratories in Yellow Springs. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did your employment at Vernay Labora- 
tories begin? 

Mr. Russevi. Early in 1948. 

Mr. TavENNER. In what capacity are you employed at Vernay 
Laboratories ? 

Mr. Russet. I am chief engineer and production manager. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you mind defining a little more in detail 
the nature of your duties? 
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Mr. Russeii. Well, as far as my duties in the approximate area 
that I mentioned, all of the production department foremen report 
directly to me ‘The engi neering e nd of my job is con! nected prim: irily 
with tor | desio 1. for use in the e production processes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Mr. aaeeake during the period of time that you were 
an undergraduate at Antioch College, were you aware of the exist- 
ence of a Young Communist League organization within the student 
body ? 

Mr. Russevy. I must respectfully decline to answer that question, 
sir M: ly I state my reasons? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir 

RussrLL. It is my understanding that the first amendment to 
the Constitution protects me against being forced to disclose any in- 
formation about my opinions, political be “vane d associations. I be- 
lieve that that question violates that pri ivilege, id I there fore decline 
to answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I mig! t advise. Witness. that the first amendment does 
not, by the decisions of the Court, excuse you from answering the 
question. 

Therefore, I must direct you to answer the questio 

Mr. Russeuu. I believe that were I to answer the question it would 
be, you are forcing me to disclose information about my political 
bel iefs, opinio s,or associations, and Pa hadind answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Maybe I had better make one additional statement. 
The courts have he rr for quite some time now that the Communist 
Party not a political party as we know politi ‘al parties in the United 
States, but is a conspiracy. Therefore, free association with a con- 
spiracy isn’t protected by the first amendment. 

Now, this Congress which just adjourned by law states that the Com- 
munist Party is not a political party, but that it is a conspiracy directed 
by a foreign power. You no more could refuse to answer the ques- 
tion in a court as to whether or not you were a member of a drug ring, 





it was the issue, than you can refuse to answer a question on the 
basis of the first amendment as to membership in the Communist Party. 

So it has nothing to do any longer with political beliefs. You have 
the right, however, if you so desire, to invoke the fifth amendment. 
You understand what the fifth amendment is ? 

Mr. Russetyi. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are not invoking the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Russern. No, [I am not. 

Mr. Scnerer. I might say that then you are clearly in contempt of 
Congress. There would be no alternative except for the committee to 
recommend a contempt citation. 

Now, with that statement, and with that advice, do you still stand 
on your answer : 

Mr. Russevi. I hope, Mr. Scherer, that it won’t seem contemptuous 
to exert my rights, e xpress my rights under the first amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. I do decline to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I haven’t said that. That isthe law. The courts have 
said it, and now the Congress has said it, that that which I have just 
stated to you isthe law. 

Your attitude certainly is not contemptuous. I meant that it was 
legal contempt. 
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I think the witness has had sufficient expl: ination of the position 
he is in. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Russell, while a student at Antioch, were you 
acquainted with a person by the name of Herbert Reed ? 

Mr. Russextxt. Yes, 1 knew Mr. Reed. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. Do you know what Mr. Reed’s occupation was ¢ 

Mr. Russeiu. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee the circumstances under which 
you became acquainted with him. 

Mr. Russeuu. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the same 
zrounds as previously stated. 

Mr. Scurrer. And, Witness, you are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Russexu. I respectfully decline. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. 'Tavenner, proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has had testimony during the course 
of these hearings that you were a dues-paying member of the Com 
munist Party with your ere here in Dayton prior to your 
moving to Yellow Springs in 1948. That was the testimony of Mr 
Arthur Strunk. Was that testimony correct ? 

Mr. Russetu. I decline to 

Mr. TAvENNER. Or was it in error ? 

Mr. Russetu. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, were you a member of 

Mr. Scurrer. I must direct that you answer that question. 

Mr. Russetz. On the same grounds as previously stated, I still 
decline. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is on the basis of the first amendment ? 

Mr. Russetu. That is correct. 

Mr. 'TavenNer. Were you a member of the Communist Party 

Mr. Scuerer. You understood what I was trying to say to you? 

Mr. Russetu. Yes, I understood. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time prior to — moving to Yellow Springs in 1948 ? 

Mr. Russeuu. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. ScHERER. ‘ must direct that you answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Russetu. I still decline. 

Mr. Chairman, must I state my reason each time, or will you accept 
the one statement or reason for all declinations ? 

Mr. Scuerer. You can designate for the reason already given. But, 
as I have explained to you, the committee does not recognize that nor 
do the courts as a legal reason for refusing to answer. 

Mr. wines. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Russet. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. I must direct that you answer the last question. 

Mr. Rossetu. I still decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. TavenneR. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness excused. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I will call Mr. John Romer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will the witness raise his r ight hand? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give at this 
hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 
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Mr. Romer. I do. 

My counsel doesn’t seem to be here at the moment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Who is your counsel ? 

Mr. Romer. Mr. Prear. 

Mr. Scnerer. Mr. Prear was here a few minutes ago. We will recess 
for a few minutes until—do you want to go out and see if he is here? 
Iseehim. He is coming. 

Y ou may proce ed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, sir ? 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN ROMER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
J. PAUL PREAR 


Mr. Romer. John Romer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel, Mr. Romer ? 

Mr. Romer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TAvenner. Counsel, please identify yourself for the record. 

Mr. Prear. Attorney J. Paul Prear, 9993 Germantown Street, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Romer. Celina, Ohio, January 15, 1907. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Romer. In Yellow Springs, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Yellow Springs? 

Mr. Romer. Perhaps I should amend that. I live on a rural route, 
Yellow Springs. I do not live in Yellow Springs. 

Mr. Tavenner. About what distance from the community of Yellow 
Springs? 

Mr. Romer. Two miles. 

Mr. TavenneER. How long have you lived in that vicinity ¢ 

Mr. Romer. I believe it is about 3 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live prior to that ? 

Mr. Romer. In the village of Yellow Springs. 

Mr. Tavenner. And how long had you lived in the village of Yellow 
Springs? 

Mr. Romer. I moved there the fall of 1939, and resided in Yellow 
Springs until I moved into the country. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly, what 
your formal education has been. 

Mr. Romer. I graduated from high school. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present occupation or trade or pro- 
fession ? 

Mr. Romer. I am a carpenter. 

Mr. Scuerer. I didn’t hear that. 

Mr. Romer. I am a carpenter. I might enlarge on that. I have 
gone to college upon two occasions, but each time I did not finish a 
single vear. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you attend college? 

Mr. Romer. I went to the University of on oem I believe that was 
in 1925 and 1926. I did not complete that yea 

In the fall of 1939 I entered college at Acaiodhi I went to school 
there ap proximately 2 or 3 months, at which time I dropped out. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Romer, during the period of your residence 
in the village of Yellow Springs, were you aware of the existence 
in that community of an organized group of the Communist Party? 
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Mr. Romer. I must decline to answer that on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified during the course of the 
testimony here by two witnesses, Mr. Arthur Strunk and Mr. Roger 
Dunham, as having been known by them to have been a member of 
the Communist Party. I am giving you this opportunity to deny 
it if it is not true; to explain it if it was true. Do you wish to take 
advantage of that opportunity ¢ 

Mr. Romer. I do not. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Romer. I must decline to answer that. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a minute, Mr. Counsel. 

You have stated no reason for your declination. 

Mr. Romer. Yes; the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. First and fifth. I am sorry; I didn’t hear that. 

Mr. TAavenNER. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Romer. I must decline to answer that as for previous reasons 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr, Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a second. 

I have no further quest ions. Thew itness is excused. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Joseph K. Glatterman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you raise your right hand, please 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are oe to give at this 
hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, 
s« » help you ¢ rod 2 

Mr. GLATTERMAN. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Be seated, Mr. Glatterman. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir / 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH K. GLATTERMAN 


Mr. GLATTERMAN. Joseph K. Glatterman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Glatterman, it is a rule of the committee that 
every witness is entitled to have counsel with him, if he desires, and to 
consult with counsel at any time during his testimony if he so wishes. 

When and where were you born, sir ? 

Mr. GuatTrerMAN. New York City. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What date ? 

Mr. GLATTERMAN. November 28, 1922. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. GuatrerMan. In the city of Dayton, sir; in the city of Dayton. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you resided in Dayton ? 

Mr. GLATrTERMAN. Off and on since 1941, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. GuarrerMan. I received a bachelor of science degree in educa- 
tion from Ohio University. 

Mr. Tavenner. What university ? 

Mr. GLATTERMAN. Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. What year did you receive your degree ? 
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Mr. GLATTERMAN. Si ptember 1950, sir. 

Mr. Taverner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your em- 
ployment record has been since 1950 ¢ 

Mr. GuatrerMan. I can’t answer that exactly, because at this time 


I was going to school, and IT had various part-time jobs. As a matter 
of fact. I didn’t cease my education search, so to speak, until later on. 
In other words, I pateenbe to school, and so since I did have these 
numerous part-t me jol s wl le going to school, I can’t 


Mr. TAaAvenner. Well, upon the completion of your school work, 
what ty pe of constant employ ment did you receive ? 

Mr. GLATTERMAN. I received employment as a school teacher. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mr. GLATTerMAN. In the city of Dayton school system. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now engaged in teaching? 

Mr. GLATTERMAN. Yes, sir. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the local schools? 

Mr. GLATTERMAN. Yes, sir, Iam. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Glatterman, you have been identified by two 
witnesses during the course of the hearings here, Mr. Arthur Strunk 
and Mr. Roger Dunham, as having been known by them to have been 
a member of the Communist Party. I want to inquire whether or not 
that testimony is correct, and if it is, I want to ask you various ques- 
tions regarding your knowledge of Communist Party activities where 
you were so affiliated. 

Mr. Guatrerman. As I understand the question, sir, you are asking 
me if those statements are correct ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. GLATTERMAN. | re spectfully decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. On what grounds 

Mr. Giarrerman. On the grounds of the privilege granted to me by 
the fifth amendment, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. GuatrerMAN. Sir, I refuse to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, if you were at one time a member and have 
withdrawn from the Communist Party, we would very much like to 
know that fact. Therefore, I want to give you another opportunity 
to tell the committee whether or not you have been a member of the 
Communist Party during the period in which you have been teaching 
in this community. 

Mr. GuatrerMAN. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions then, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Glatterman, you of course have refused to answer 
on the grounds that you feel that to answer the questions asked by 
counsel might tend to incriminate you in some way. As I told 1 or 2 
of the other witnesses who appeared here earlier in the week, the Con- 
gress just adjourned passed what is known as the immunity law which 
gives to this committee the right, provided it has the approval of the 
Federal court, to grant you immunity from prosecution. In other 
words, no matter what your answers might be in response to counsel’s 
questions, you could never suffer any harm or fine or imprisonment or 
anything else. Now, what I want to know is, we think you have some 
information concerning Communist Party activities that would be 
helpful to the committee. What I would like to ask you now is this: 
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If the committee should grant you immunity, with the approval of 
the court, would you testify ? 

Mr. GuatTerMAN. Am I permitted to think that over, sir? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 

(Short pause.) 

Mr. GLATTERMAN. My answer to that is, at this time, after the brief 
moment, I don’t think so. 

Mr. Souerer. You don’t think so? 

Mr. GLaTTeRMAN. That is right. 

Mr. Scuerer. Then it seems to me, Mr. Glatterman, that you are 
not invoking the fifth amendment in good faith. You actually fear 
that your answers to the questions asked by Mr. Tavenner would in- 
criminate you, tend to incriminate you ¢ 

Mr. GuATTeRMAN. I actually feel they might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Scuerer. And if there was no incrimination as the result of 
immunity being granted to you by this committee, you still say that 
you refuse to testify ! ¢ 

I will tell you. Do you want time to think that over and talk—not 
today, but within the next couple of weeks—to the staff or counsel for 
the committee ? 

Mr. GLATTERMAN. Supposing then, I want to change my mind here ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. Let me say this today: I perhaps should tell you as of 
this moment we couldn’t grant you any immunity because the com- 
mittee must obtain the approval of the Federal court, so it would be at 
some future hearing anyhow that we would be required to take any 
testimony that you might give. 

Mr. GLATTERMAN. Suppose we let it stand as it is right now. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. You think it over, and I suggest that per- 
haps you talk to counsel about it, and within the next few weeks we 
will have one of the staff contact you. 

Mr. GLATTERMAN. Very well. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are excused. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. May we have about a 10 minute recess / 

Mr. Scuerer. We will have a few minutes recess. 

(Short recess was had.) 

Mr. Scuerer. The committee has heard all of the witnesses it in- 
tends to hear at this hearing. If there is any person who has been 
mentioned adversely during the course of these hearings, or any previ- 
ous hearing of the Un-American Activities Committee who desires to 
come forward and state his position with reference to such adverse 
testimony, the opportunity is now afforded that individual. 

It appears as if there are no such persons. 

At the conclusion of the hearing, the committee wants to, of course, 
thank the city commissioners of the city of Dayton for allowing this 
subcommittee to use this very fine room for the hearings that are now 
closing. 

We wish particularly to thank Mr. Oscar F. Mauk, the clerk of that 
commission, for his many courtesies during the 3 days we have been 
here, and also Mr. Frank Westfall, the engineer here in the building, 
for his helpfulness. 

Of course, we have had a number of the members of the fine police 
department of the city of Dayton here for 3 days, and while it has 
been uncomfortable in this room to sit, they have had to stand during 
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that time. They have certainly done a splendid job and are entitled 
to the thanks of the committee. 

The committee wishes, of course, to express to Mr. Isaacs its thanks 
and appreciation for the help he and his staff gave us in the prepa- 
ration of these hearings. Mr. Isaacs is the assistant attorney general 
of the State of Ohio, former director and counsel of the Ohio Commis- 
sion on Un-American Activities. His advice and counsel have been 
most helpful. 

Generally, we want to thank the citizens of Dayton who have been 
so gracious to the committee during the time they have been here. 

Then to the press, they certainly deserve our thanks, because all 
of us feel that their reporting has been most fair and objective. 
We are deeply grateful for this courteous and kind treatment. 

Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Williamson, will you raise your right hand ? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give shall be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. WituraMson. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. By way of explanation, this witness, Mr. Williamson, 
is the one we were waiting for during the last recess before we ad- 
journed. He has arrived in the building and wishes to testify. We 
feel we should hear him. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF DWIGHT WILLIAMSON 


Mr. Wituiamson. Dwight Williamson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Williamson, you were identified during the 
course of the testimony here as having been a member of the Com- 
munist Party, and we understood that you desired to appear before the 
committee and state what the facts are relating to your former Com- 
munist Party membership. 

Mr. Witi1amson. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. So Iwant to give you the opportunity now to either 
deny, confirm it, or make such explanation as might be consistent with 
the facts. 

Mr. Witu1amson. That is right. I was in for two periods, the pe- 
riod from approximately 1938 or 1939 until 1942; again from 1950, 
late in the year—possibly Thanksgiving time, maybe Christmas time; 
I know it was late in the fall of 1950—until early spring 1953. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been a member then, as late as the spring 
of 1953? 

Mr. Wituiamson. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, will you tell the committee the circumstances 
under which you left the party in the spring of 1953 ? 

Mr. Witi1amson. Well, it is a little hard to explain how I left. It 
was a gradual drifting away. 

The next contact I had, I know it was in the spring of 1953, the next 
contact I had I was told that I had owed 10 months’ dues, $10 apiece, 
which would be $100 plus $50 for a fund which would make it $150. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am sorry. Will you speak up a little louder? I 
didn’t hear you. 
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Mr. Wiitramson. I say, the reason I know that it was in the spring 
of 1953 is because in February 1954, I was notified I was in arrears 10 
months’ dues, which would amount to $100, and at $10 a month. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, if you were a member as late as the spring of 
1953, the Communist Party would have been divided at that time for 
security reasons into small groups. Isn’t that true? 

Mr. Witutamson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of a small group of 3 or 4 
members ? 

Mr. Wini1AmMson. Yes, two small groups at various times. 

Mr. TavenNner. You have belonged to two small groups ? 

Mr. Wiiu1aMson. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee, please, how the whole plan of 
operating the Communist Party was during that period, as late as 
195: 

Mr. Witu1aMson. I don’t quite understand what you mean. 

Mr. TavenneR. I mean, tell us. how the party was divided into these 
smal] groups, and how they met, and how Communist Party informa- 
tion was imparted to its members, and any other information that you 
can give us about it. 

Mr. Witx1amson. Well, these groups were Frigidaire groups, and 
they were varied as to membership. Those from one group seemed at 
one time to be in one group, and one time to be in another group. 
Meetings were sometimes held in my house, Strunk’s house, and two 
times, I think, at my house. In good weather they were out in the 
open, public parks. 

Mr. TavenneER. But those meetings were very secret ? 

Mr. Wri1amson. Oh, yes; nobody but the membership of the party 
was allowed to attend that meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the members of your small group ? 

Mr. Wituramson. Well, in one group there was Lance, I don’t know 
his first name. He is since dead; Harry McGill, myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. I didn’t get that name. 

Mr. Witzr1amson. Harry McGill and myself. And the other group 
at a later date, there was ‘Roger Dunham, Red Hupman, myself, and 
in both of these groups the organizer, Lou somebody or other, took 
charge of both of them. 

Mr. Tavenner. I didn’t understand the name of the organizer. 

Mr. Witutamson. All I can tell you is Lou. I couldn’t—I don’t ac- 
tually know his last name. I never seen it and never heard it. It is 
Lou, that is all I know. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What was the name of the Hupman who was a mem- 
ber of your group ? 

Mr. Wriuramson. Melvin. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is he the same person who was indicted and tried 
recently for violation of the Taft- ae Act? 

Mr. Wriuramson. That is right, but I have no knowledge he vio- 
lated the Taft-Hartley Act. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that in 1954 you received a notice that 
you were in arrears in your dues. 

Mr. Wuu1amson. That is right. 

Mr. TAveNNER. In your dues to the amount of about $10? 

Mr. Wituramson. No, about $100. 
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Mr. Tavenner. $100. Over a period of 10 months, I think you said. 

Mr. Wiu1amson. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what was the amount of dues that you were 
required to pay ? 

Mr. Wiiuiamson. The last time I paid dues, it was $2 per month. 
At the time I was told I was in arrears, they were going to reregister 
me, I owed them $100 for 10 months’ dues, $10 per month. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, do you know for what purpose that money 
was being raised or used ? 

Mr. Witiiamson. That amount, no. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you requeste 1d to make contributions for any 
special projects or purposes of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Witt1amson. Yes. They were for funds, and some type of a 
fund that is statewide. I don’t know the name of it. I know the meney 
was, a certain amount stayed in the city of Dayton, a certain amount 
was sent to the State. 

Mr. 'TavenneEr. I am interested in the fact that you were a member 
and then dropped out and still went back again into the Communist 
Party. What was the explanation for that ? 

Mr. Witiiamson. I dropped out in 1942 for ideological reasons, and 
in 1950, Frigidaire 

Mr. Scnerer. Will you raise your voice a little bit ? 

Mr. Witu1amson. Certainly. Frigidaire became involved in an in- 
ner union strife. Since I had been a member of the UE in 1942, my 
sympathy was in that direction. Isupported the UE in the inner plant 
strife, inner union strife. At the close of the struggle, the cleavage in 
the plant was so great that there was hardly anybody left for me to 
talk to, and I was associated very closely with the UE division in the 
Frigidaire plant. Gradually I drew closer and closer and was invited 
back in, and reentered the party, and as I stated, in the fall or winter, 
I know it was around Thanksgiving time, 1950. I think that is the 
year the strike was in the spring, and that was the next winter. 

Mr. TavENNER. Why was it you dropped out in 1953 ? 

Mr. Witui1aMson. Just general lack of interest. That is, fora while 
I was quite active. I attended meetings maybe twice a week. Then I 
drifted further away, once a month, or whenever they could get in 
touch with me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there anything else you would like to say to the 
committee regarding your membership in the Communist Party, 
former membership in the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Witx1amson. In what line? 

Mr. Tavenner. Any line. I mean, you have asked to appear here 
voluntarily because your name was mentioned here adversely, and I 
just want to make certain that you have told the committee all you 
have in mind. 

Mr. Wituramson. No, that is all I have to state. So far as I am con- 
cerned, there was no subversion on my part or the part of anyone that 
I was in connection with. Everyone so far as I know were loyal Amer- 
ican citizens. There were no statements ever made by anyone deroga- 
tory to the United States of America. We were never asked to spy 
upon anybody, any group that I was in, or any time, we were never 
asked or expected to furnish information. Most of the time was spent 
in study. I will say 50 percent, 70 percent of most meetings were 
study. The rest news collection and literature. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. We want to thank you for your testimony, and you 
are excused, 

( Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. Isthere anything further, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Nosir. 

Mr. Scuerer. The hearing is then adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 4:05 p. m., the hearing was adjourned subject to 
the call of the Chair.) 
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